




Statistics are presented on the number of days of restricted activity
and bed disability per person per year, days lost from work per
currently empIoyed person per year, and days lost from school per
school-age child 6-16 years old per year. The rates of disability days
are presented by age, sex, race, place of residence, geographic
region, family income, usual activity status, employment status,
industry, and occupation. This report is based on data coIIected in
household intert~iews during 1975.
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Estimates of the number and annual rates of
disability days are presented in this report.
These estimates of disability are based on data
collected from the civilian noninstitutionaIized
population during calendar year 1975. The types
of disability days for which data are presented
are termed restricted-activity days, bed-disability
days, work-loss days, and school-loss days.
Demographic characteristics used to describe
persons who experienced disability days are age,
sex, place of residence, geographic region, famiIy
income, usual activity status, race, employment
status, and for the currently employed popu-
lation, industry and occupation.
For comparative purposes, this report also
includes summaries of similar data coHected
during the period July 1965 through June 1966
and the years 1968 and 1971.
Some of the major highlights of the data in
this report are summarized in the following
statements:
1. The civilian noninstitutiomdized popu-
lation of the United States reported
about 3.7 billion days of restricted ac-
tivity in 1975. This represents an average
of about 17.9 days of restricted activity
per person per year. The population ex-
perienced an estimated 1.4 billion bed-
aMr. Gentile was Chief of Survey hlethods Branch of
the Division of Health Interview Statistics in the Nation-
al Center for Health Statistics and later Director of the
Office of Demographic Studies at Gallaudet College,







disability days, an average of 6.6 days
per person per year. The currently
employed population lost about 433 mil-
lion days from work because of illness or
injury, an average of 5,2 days of work
Ioss per year for each currently em-
ployed person. School-age children 6-16
years old lost about 217 million days
from school because of health reasons.
The average loss per school-age child per
year was 5.1 days.
Generally, rates of disability days were
higher for females than for males.
Average rates of disability increased with
age.
The black population, on the average,
had more restricted-activity days, bed-
disability days and work-loss days than
the white population.
Persons living on farms in nonmetropol-
i tan areas reported proportionately
fewer days of disability than people
living in other residential categories.
Rates of restricted-activity days were
higher for people living in the West and
South Regions of the country than for
those living in the Northeast and North
Central Regions. The average number of
bed-disability days was about the same
for people living in the Northeast, South,
and West Regions. Persons living in the
Nor t h Central Region reported the
lowest average number of bed-disability
days.
The rates of disability days were in-
verseIy reIated to family income. As






number of disability days per person per
year tended to decrease.
The working population and persons
going to school had the lowest rates of
disability. The retired population had a
relatively high proportion of disability
days.
The rates of disability days among peo-
ple in the labor force showed that unem-
ployed people had higher rates than
those that were employed.
People employed in public adminis-
tration had a higher average number of
each type of disability day than people
in the other industry groups.
Comparisons of disability rates between
peop~e in the five occupational groups
with the highest employment figures
showed that:
(a) Service workers, except those in
private household jobs, had the high-
est average number of days of re-
stricted activity, and pro fessional,
technical, and kindred workers had
the lowest.
(b) Operatives, kindred workers, and
service workers, except those in
private household jobs, had the high-
e st average number of work-loss
days, and professional, technical, and
kindred workers had the lowest.
SOURCE AND LIMITATIONS
OF THE DATA
Information about disability days was col-
lected in household interviews conducted for the
Health Interview Survey of the National Center
for Health Statistics. The interviews were ob-
tained from a probability sample of the civilian
noninstitutionalized population of the United
States. This survey is designed so that interviews
are conducted each week in a representative
sample of the Nation’s households by trained
personnel of the U.S. Bureau of the Census.
During 1975, interviews were conducted in
about 40,000 households, containing about
116,000 persons at the time of the interview.
The total noninterview rate was about 3 per-
2
cent, 1.5 percent of which was due to respondent
refusal and the remainder was primarily due to
failure to find an eligible respondent at home
after repeated calls.
A description of the statistical design of the
survey, the methods of estimation, and general
qualifications of the data obtained from surveys
are presented in appendix I. Since estimates
shown in this report are based on a sannple of
the population rather than on the entire popu-
lation, they are subject to sampling error. There-
fore, particular attention should be directed to
the appendix I section entitled, “Reliability of
Estimates. ” Although the sampling errors for
most of the estimates are of a relatively low
magnitude, the sampling error may be high
where an estimated number or the numerator or
the denominator of a rate or percentage is small.
The questionnaire used during the 19’75 data
year is illustrated in “Current Estimates from
the Health Interview Survey, United States-
1975,” Vital and Health Statistics, Series 10,
Number 115. The questions used to obtain the
number of disability days may be founcl in ap-
pendix III of this report.
Annual estimates of disability days were
derived from responses to the questions shown
in appendix III by appropriate weighting of the
2-week estimates. (See appendix I for infor-
mation on the estimating methods. ) Conducting
the household interviews continuously in suc-
cessive weekly probability samples eliminated
seasonal bias from these data.
Abbreviated definitions of the types of dis-
ability days for which estimates are presented in
this report are given in the section that follows.
More detailed definitions of these terms as well
as definitions of other terms pertinent to this
report are given in appendix II. Many of these
terms have specialized meanings in the Health
Interview Survey, and the reader is urged to
become familiar with these definitions.
The detailed tables in this report give the
annual rates of disability days and the corre-
sponding population estimates on which the
rates are based. The approximate number of dis-
ability days for a population group can be ob-
tained by multiplying the rate for that group by
the corresponding population estimate.
In the survey, the term “disability (day” is
used to describe short term disability that results
from anillness orinjury. Disability daysarecIas-
sifiecl as restricted-activity days, bed-disability
days, hospital days, work-loss days, and schooI-
10SS days. AII hospital days are by definition
bed-disability days and all bed-disability days are
by definition restricted-activity days. However,
the converse of these statements is not true.
Work-loss days and school-loss days are appli-
cable to the working and school-age population
only and are by definition restricted-acitivity
days.
To further clarify the estimates in this report
it should be noted that the types of disability
days described above are not mutually exclusive.
The computational procedures used for ob-
taining the rates in this report are such that a
person may be categorized as having a work-loss
day, bed-disability day, and restricted-activity
day aII on the same day.
The types of disability days are briefly de-
fined as follows:
Restricted-activity day. –A day of restricted ac-
tivity is one on which a person cuts down on his
usuzd activities for the whole day because of ill-
ness or injury.
Bed-disabilit>l day. –A day of bed disability is
one on which a person stays in bed for at least
more than half of the daylight hours. All in-
pat ient hospital days are defined as bed-
disability days even if the patient was not actu-
aNy in bed in the hospital.
!t’ork-loss day. –A work-Ioss day is a day on
which a person did not work at his job or busi-
ness for at least half of his normal ~vorkday
because of an illness or inju~. Ii’ork-loss days
are determined only for persons 17 years of age
and over ~vho are defined as “currently em-
ployed persons” (see appendix II).
School-1oss day. –A school-loss day is a normaI
school day on }vhich a child did not attend
school because of an ilIness or injury. School-
Ioss da:s are determined only for children 6-16
years o i age.
As stated earlier, the reader is advised to
ret~ie~v the complete definitions for these terms
in appendix IL
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DATA
During 1975 a total of 3.7 billion days of
restricted activity ~vere experienced by the ci\’il-
i an non institutionalized population of the
United States. This represented an average of
17.9 days per person per year. During 1975 a
total of 1.4 billion days of bed disability were
experienced (a rate of 6.6 bed days per person
per year); work-loss days amounted to about
433 million (a rate of 5.2 days per currently
employed person per ~’ear); and children in
school, ages 6-16, lost a totaI of 217 million
days from school, an annual rate of 5.1 days per
child in the schooI-age population (see table A).
Table A. Disability days and disability days per person per year,
by typa of disabilit y: United States, 1975
I 1




in millions per year
Restricted activity .. . 3,733.9 17.9
Bed disability ... . .. .. . . 1,371.4 6.6
Work IOSS1.. . ... ... .. .. .. 433.2 5.2
School 10ss2 .... . .. .... . 217.1 5.1
lcumently ~mPIoyed pe~s~ns17years of age and over.
2per~~ns 6.16 yemS Of age.
A summary of the estimates of disability
days for selected population characteristics fol-
lows.
Age and Sex
The number of restricted-acti~ity clays and
bed-disability days per person per year by age
and sex and the population estimates on \vhich
the rates ~vere based are presented in detailed
table 1. The annual rates for \vork-loss days and
school-loss da>’s and the population estimates on
w’hich they \vere based are shown in detailed
tables 2 and 3. Some comparisons of the age and
sex patterns that may be deri~’ed from these
tables follow.
The data in tabIe B show that beginning at 6
years of age the rates for both restricted-activity
days and bed-disability days increased with age.
3
Table B. Disability days per person per year, by type of disability
and age: United States, 1975
, ,
Age I Rest ricted I Bad I Work IOSS1activity disability
Under 6 years..
6-16 years ... . .. .
17-24 years .. . ..
25-34 years .... .
35-44 years ... ..
45-54 years .. .. .
55-64 years .. ...
65-74 years .. ...
75 years
and over ... ....



















Icurrently employed persons 17 years of age and over.
NOTE: The rate for school-loss days per person per year for
school-age children 6-I 6 years of age in 1975 was 5.1 days.
Among the currently employed population, time
loss from work also increased with age until age
64.
Table C shows a comparison of days of dis-
ability per person per year by sex. These data
indicate that females had higher rates for each of
the types of disability days presented in this
report.
Table C. Disability days per person per year, by type of disability









Figure 1. Number of restricted-activity days and bed-disability
days per person per year, by sex and age: United States, 1975
Sex
Restricted Bed dis- Work School
activity ability 10ss1 10ss2
Disability days per person per year
Both
sexes... 17,9 6.6 5.2 5.1
Male ... ... ... 15.6 5.4 4.9 4.8
Female .. ... . 20.0 7.6 5.7 5.5
lcurrent]y employed persons 17 years of age and over
2Persons 6-16 years of age.
Comparisons by age and sex of the average
number of restricted-activity days, bed-disability
days, and work-loss days are illustrated in figures
1 and 2. These charts indicate that beginning at
about 20 years of age females had higher rates of
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Figure 2. Number of work-loss days per currently srnployed
person per year, by sex and age: United States, 19’75
than males. The largest difference between the
sexes occurred from about 20 to 55 years of age.
From about 20 years to 60 years of age females
also had higher rates for work-loss days; the
largest difference occurred during the period
from 25 years to 45 years of age. Because the
major age-sex differences occur approximately
during the childbearing
highly Iikely that alargk
er-rates for females can
ages for females, it is
proportion of the high-
be attributed to preg-
nancy and associated conditions.
Race, Sex, and Age
DetaiIed tables 4, 5, and 6 give the estimates
of the different types of disability days for the
whit e and black populations 1 of the United
States. Table D contains a summary, by sex, of
the data from these tables.
1It should be noted that in earlier survey publications
estimates of disability days were given for the white pop-
ulation as one color group and alI persons other than
white as another instead of for the white and black
populations. In 1975 approximately 90 percent of per-
sons other than white were black.
Table D. Disability days per person per year, by race, twe of
disability day, and sex: United States, 1975
Type of disability Race




Bed disability I I
Both sexes . . ..... .. . ... .... . I 6.2 I 9.2,
I
Male .. ... ... .. .... . .. .... .. ... .. .. .. ..... . 5.2 7.4
Female. . .. ... ... ... .. ... .. .. ..... ... ... . 7.2 10.8
Work Iossl
Both sexes . . .... .. . .... .. .. .
Male .... .. ... . ... .. ..... .. . ... .. .. .... .. ..
Female .. ... ... ... . ... ... ... .. .. .. .... ... H=
School 10SS1 I I
lcurrently employed persons 17 yews of We and over.
2Persons 6-16 years of age.
These data show that
females had higher rates
black males and black
than the white POEIU-
Iation for restricted-activity days, bed-dis;bfiity
days, and work-loss days. However, the rates for
school-loss days were about the same for the
black and white school-age populations.
A summary of days of disability per person
per year by race and age is given in table E.
These estimates show that for each of the age
groups beginning at 17 years of age rates for
restricted-activity days, bed-disability days, and
work-loss days were higher for the black popu-
lation. For the population under 17 years of age,
the rates for restricted-activity days were slightly
higher for the white population, but the rates
for bed-disability days were about the same for
the two groups.
Place of Residence, Sex, and Age
Rates of disability days by place of resi-
dence, sex, and age are presented in detailed
tables 7 through 11. Some of the data from
these tables are summarized in text table F.
These data indicate that for each type of
disability day the average number of days per
person per year ~vas essentially the same for
persons living in standard metropolitan statis-
tical areas (SMSA’s) and persons living in non-
farm areas outside of SMSA’S. The data also
indicate that the rates for persons living in farm
areas were lower than the rates for persons in the
other t~vo place of residence categories.
The average number of restricted-activity
days and bed-disability days was greater for
females than for males in each of the three place
of residence categories. The difference in rates
for work-loss days and schooI-loss days for males
and females living in nonfarm and farm areas
outside of ShISA’s can be explained by sampling
variability. However, for these types of disability
days among persons living in ShlSA’s, the rates
for females were higher than the rates for males
(See table F).
The age patterns for disability days for
persons living in ShlSA’s and in nonfarm and
farm areas outside of SLISA’s were essentiality
the same as the pattern for all places of resi-
dence. Children under 6 years of age averaged
more restricted-actit’it~’ and bcd-disability days
than did children and youths 6- I 6 years of age.
Table E. Disability days per person per year, by age, type of disability day, and race: United States, 1975
Type of disability day and race I Allages I
Restricted activity
Bed disability I I
Work 10ss2 I I
lIncludes all other races.
.2Currently employed persons 17 years of age and over.
Beginning at age 17 the average number of re-
stricted-activity days and bed-disability days
increased with age. For work-loss days, the
average increased with age through age 64 and
then dropped off for persons 65 years of age or
older (See tables 7, 8, and 10).
Geographic Region, Sex, and Age
Tables 7 through 11 also contain data giving
the average number of disability days per person
per year for the four major geographic divisions
of the country. It may be seen from these tables
and the summary in text table G that the West
Region (20.8 days per person per year) and the
South Region ( 18.7 days) experienced more
days of restricted activity per person than did
the Northeast Region ( 16.7 days) and the North
Central Region (15.9 days).
Reported bed-disability days were similar for
the Northeast (6.5 days), South (7.1 days), and
West (6.8 days) but lowest in the North Central
Region (5.8 days).
The highest average number of work-loss
days was recorded for the West Region (6. 1
days). The rates for the other three regions were
Under 6-16 17-24 25-44 45-64 6!5 years
6 years years years years years and over
12.1 10.5 12.3 15.6 24.2 38.4
12.3 10.9 12.0 14.8 23.1 36.4
11.2 8.3 15.3 23.0 35.5 59.6
4.7 4.3 5.1 5.8 8.4 12.9
4.5 4.4 4.8 5.4 7.9 11.7
5.3 3.6 7.8 10.3 13.9 24.6
. . . . . . 4.6 5.1 5.8 4.3
. . . . . . 4.4 4.9 5.6 4.1
.,. . . . 7.1 7.3 7.7 *6.5
at about the same level, i.e., Northeast IRegion
(5.3 days), North Central Region (4.7 days), and
the South Region (5.1 days).
School-1oss days were reported as being
higher for children living in the West (5.9 days)
and Northeast Regions (5.7 days) than for those
living in the North Central (4.8 days) and South
Regions (4.6 days).
The data in table G indicate that females had
higher averages for restricted-activity days and
bed-disability days in all four regions (of the
country. With regard to work-loss days, the
averages for females were greater than the male
averages in the West and North Central Regions,
but the slightly higher averages for females in
the Northeast and South Regions that appear in
table G were too small to conclude that mean-
ingful differences existed.
Female school-age children lost more days
from school than male school-age chiIdren in the
North Central and Northeast Regions, but there
was no appreciable sex-differential in the South
and West Regions.
It was noted earlier that for the country the
average number of restricted-activity days and
bed-disability days, beginning at age 6, increased
6
Table F. Disability days par person par yaar, by place of resi-




Both sexes . ... .. ... ... . .... . ... ...
Melba .... .. .. .... . .. . .... . ... .... .. .. .... . .
Female ... .. ..... .. .... .. . .. .... ... ... ... .....
Bed disability
Both sexes.., . .... . . ..... .. . .... .
Male . ... . .. ... .... .. .... . . ..... .. . ..... .. . .... ..
Female . . .... .. ... .. .. .. ..... .. . ... .... . .... .. .
Work Iossl
Both sexes . .. ..... . . ..... . .. .... ..
Male .. ... . .... .. . .... .. . .. .. .. . .. .... .. .. ... .. ..
Female . .... .. .. ... ... .. .... . .. ..... ... .. .... . .
School 10ss2
Both sexes . ... .. .. .... . .. .. .. ... ..
Male . . ... .... .. .. .... . ... .. .. ... ... ... . ... .. .. ..



















Icurrently employed persons 17 years of age and over.
2Persons 6-16 years of age.
with age and that the average number of work-
10SS days increased with age until age 64. When
the age patterns for disability days are examined
by region, they show patterns similar to the
national patterns. However, because of the large
increase in sampling variability for data pre-
sented on smaller units of the population, the
patterns are not always as consistent or as clear
as they are for larger segments of the popu-
lation.
Family Income, Sex, and Age
Data showing the average number of dis-
ability days per person per year by age, sex, and
family income groups are contained in detailed
Table G. Disability days per person par year, by geographic
ragion, type of disability day, and sex: United States, 1975
Type of disability
day and sex
Restricted act ivit y
Both sexes ... .. .. .
Male .... . .. .... .. . ... ... . .... .. .
Femala . . ... .. .. ... .. ... ..... . .
Bad disability
Both sexes .. .. ... .
Male . . .. .. .. . .. ... .. . .... . . .....
Female . .. .. .. .... . . .... .. .. ...
Work IOSS1
Both sexes .. .. ... .
Male .. .. .. . .... ... .. .. ... ... .. . .
Female . ... ... .. . ... . ... ... .. ..
School 10ss2
Both sexes . .. .....
Male . .. .. ... .. .... ... .... . .... ..
Female .... .. .. .. .. .. ... .. ... ..
Geographic region
North I NorthCentral I South I Westeast






























lcurrent]y employed persons 17 years of age and over.
2Persons 6-16 years of age.
tables 12-16. These data have been summarized
in table H and figures 3, 4, and 5. A complete
definition of family income is given in appendix
II. In brief, family income is defined as the
combined income of aII related persons living in
a household. The data in table H show that for
both sexes combined, and for each sex, the
average number of restricted-activity days and
bed-disability days decreased as family income
increased. The averages for families with less
than $3,000 a year income were almost three
times as high as the averages for families with
$15,000 or more annual income.
These data also show that the pattern for
work-loss days by family income is generally
similar to the pattern for restricted-activity days
and bed-disability days. The averages for persons
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Table H. Disability days per person per year, by family income, type of disability day, and sex: United States, 1975
Type of disability day and sex
Restricted activity
Both sexes .. .... .. .. ... .... . .... ... . .. ... .. .. .... . .. .. .... .. . .. ..
Male . . .. ... ... .. .... .... .. ... .. .. ..... .. . ..... .. .. ..... . .. .... .. ... ... .. .. .....
Female ... .. .. ..... . ... ...... . .. .... .. .. .... ... . .... .. .. .... .. . ..... ... .. .... .
Bed disability
Both sexes .. .. . ...... . .. ..... .. .. .... .. .. .... ... ... ... . .. .. .... . .
Male ... .. ... .. .... .. .... ... .. .... .. .. .... .. .. ..... .. .. .... .. .. .... ... .. ... ... ..
Female . ...... .. . .. .... .. .. .... ... . .... .. .. .... ... .. .... ... . ..... .. . ..... . ... .
,Work IOSS1
Both sexes . ...... . . .. ... ... .. .... ... . ..... . .. .... . ... . .... .. ... ..
~le . . .... .. .. .. .... ... ... .... .. .. ... .... . .... . .. ...... .. .. ... ... . ..... .. . .. ...
Female .... . .. ..... ... .. .... .. .. ..... ... . .... . ... .... .. .. .... .. ... ... .. . . .....
School 10ss2
Both sexes . .... . .. ..... . ... ... ... .. ... .. ... .... .. .. .... ... .. .... .
Icurrentl ~ employed persons 17 years of age and over.
2per~on$ 6-16 years of age.
Family income
Less than $3,000- $5rooo- $7,000- $113,000- $15,000
$3,000 $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 or more
36.9 28.6 23.6 17.6 14.4 12.4
29.1 26.4 22.2 16.4 13.4 11.2
41.8 30.3 24.8 18.7 15.3 13.6
13.4 9.9 8.6 6.6 5.3 4.6
10.3 9.0 7.8 5.8 4.6 3.7
15.4 10.6 9.3 7.2 6.1 5.5
8.7 6.1 6.9 6.5 5.2 4.2
7.2 7.1 6.5 6.7 5.2 3.8
10.1 5.3 7.3 6.3 5.3 4.8
6.0 7.0 6.7 5.3 4.8 4.7
5.1 6.6 6.2 5.1 4.4 4.5
7.0 7.4 7.1 5.6 5.3 4.9
living in households with annual incomes less
than $3,000 were higher than the averages for
persons living in households with higher in-
comes, and about twice as high as the average
for persons living in households with $15,000 or
more annual incomes. However, the difference
in work-loss days between the three income
groups ranging from $3,000 to $9,999 was not
as marked as the difference in restricted-activity
days and bed-disability days.
In terms of sex differences by Family income
groups, the averages for restricted-activity days
and bed-disability days were generally higher for
females in each of the income groups (table H).
For work-loss days, the averages for females
were appreciably higher than the male averages
only for those persons living in households from
the lowest income group. No substantive con-
clusions can be drawn about these rate dif-
ferences between the sexes because of the rela-
tively high sampling variability associated with
these estimates.
Because of differences in age composition of
families in different income groups, it is more
meaningful to make income comparisons for
persons within the same age groups. The dlata for
disability days by family income and age are
illustrated in figures 3, 4, and 5. To facilitate
presentation and reduce sampling variability
these data were combined into broader Zlge and
income groups from the data in detailed. tables
12-16.
From figure 3 it can be noted that for
persons under 17 years of age there was little
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o Under 17 17.44 45-64 65 and over
AGE IN YEARS
Figure 3. Number of restricted-activity days per person per year, by family income and age: United States, 1975
persons in the other three age groups it may be The number of bed-disability days per
seen that on the average restricted-activity days person per year by family income and age
decreased as family income increased. The dif- groups are illustrated in figure 4. The pattern
ferences between the lowest income groups and for bed-disability days was similar to the pattern
the highest income groups are particularly for restricted-activity days. There were no major
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o 77.44 45.64 65 and
over
AGE IN YEARS
Figure 5. Number of work-loss days per currently employed per-
son 17 years of age and over per vear, by fafnily income ancl
age: United States, 1975
under 17 years of age, but there was a general
decrease in the average number of bed-disability
days for the other age groups as family income
increased.
Figure 5 shows the average number of work-
IOSS days per currently employed person per
year by family income and age groups. These
data indicate that for the 17-44 age groups, the
averages for persons in the two lowest income
groups were about the same, and higher than the
averages for persons in the two highest income
groups. For persons in the 45-64 age group the
averages tended to decrease with increases in
family income. Because the number of persons
who were 65 years of age or over and currently
employed was relatively small, the data shown in
figure 5 for these persons is subject to relatively
large sampling variations. Therefore, conclusions
about the degree of association between family










Usual Activity Status, Sex, and Age
Usual activity is defined in terms of what the
respondent was doing most of the time during
the 12 month period preceding the interview.
The questions used in the Health Interview
Survey to classify the population according to
usual activity status are shown in figure 6.
Persons 17 years of age and over were asked if
they were working or doing something else.
Females in this age group also were asked if they
kept house. Persons 45 years of age or over who
were reported as doing “something else” were
asked if they were retired. Persons 17 years of
age or over not classified as “working,” “lkeeping
house, ” “going to school,” or “retired” were
classified as “other activity. ” All children 6-16
years of age, regardless of the reported activity,
were classified as “going to school. ” Children
under 6 years of age were classified as “pre-
school. “
The terms used in this report to classify the
population according to usual activity status are
similar to terms used by other Federal agencies
that publish statistical data on the labor force.
However, the definitions of these terms for the
purposes of the Health Interview Survey are dif-
ferent from those used by other agencies. Ex-
planation of these differences and detailed defi-
nitions are contained in appendix II.
Estimates of the number of disability days
per person per year by usual activity status are
presented in detailed tables 17 and 18 and text
table J. These data indicate that persons who are
classified as “retired” (45 years of age and over)
and those classified as “other activity” (1.7 years
of age and over) had by far the highest average
number of restricted-activity and bed-disability .
days. Included in” the “other activity” group
180. What was -- doing MOST OF THE PAST 12 MONTHS - (For males): work!ng or doing something else?
If “something else, ” ask: (For females): keeping house, working, or doing
b. Whatwas -- doing? somethtng else?
If 45+ years and was not “working,” “’keeping house,” or “going to school, ” ask:
~. is -- retired?
d. If “retired, ” ask: Did ha retire because of his health?
-----------------------------------------
l;;.-~~a; ;;; ‘----~o;;g-~b;; b~-~~~ ;~~~ 12 MONTHS - goi ng t.a school or doi ng somethi ng el se?
If “something else,” ask:






! ❑ Working (23a)
2 ❑ Keeping house (23b)
3 ❑ Retired, health (22)
4 ❑ Retired, other (22)
5 ❑ Goinc to school (25)
6 ❑ 17+ something else (22)
7 ❑ 6-16 something else (24,
--l
--------------
0 ❑ I –5 years (20)
o El under I (27)
Figure 6. Questionnaire items relating to usual activity status
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Table J. Disability days per person per year, by sex, type of dis-
ability day, and usual activity: United States, 1975
Usual activity
All activities . ... . ... . . ..... .. .
Preschool (under 6 years) ..
Going to school (6-16
years) .... ... ... ..... ..... . .. .... .. .
Going to school (17
years and over) ...... .. ... .. ..
Usually working (17
years and over) ... ... ... .. .. . .
Usually keeping house
(17 years and over) . .. . .....
Ratired (45 years and
over) ... . . .. . ... ... .... ... .... .. .. ..
Other and unknown
activity (17 years
and over) . ... . .. ... .. ... . .. . ... ..
All activities . .. .. .... .. .. ... . .
Preschool (under 6 years) ..
Going to school (6-16
years) . .. .... .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .
Going to school (17 years
and over) ... . .. .. .. .. . ... . .. .. . ..
Usually working (17 years
and over) . .. .. ... .. .. .... . ... ....
Usually keeping house
(17 years and over) . .. ... ....
Retired (45 years
and over) ... ... .. .. .. . .... .. ... ..
Other and unknown
activity (17 years
and over) ... .. .... .. . ... .... . .. ...
All activities (persons
17 years and over) . .. . . .
Usually working .. .. .... .. .. .. .. . .
Usually keeping house ..... .. .
All other activities ... .. .... . ..
Both sexes Male Female
Restricted-act ivit y days

























































lIncludes retired, going to school, and unknown activits.
were long-term convalescents who \vere prob-
ably the major contributors to the higher rates
of disability days experienced by this group.
These data also show that, except for chil-
dren under 17 years of age, femzdes had on the
average more restricted-activity days and bed-
disability days than males in each of the usual
activity status categories. CurrentIy employed
femaIes classified as “usually working” also
averaged more work-Ioss days than their male
counterparts. Among persons classified as “all
other activities, ” males had a higher average
number of work-loss days than females.
Employment Status, Sex, and Age
Employment status as used in this report
refers to persons in the labor force 17 years of
age or over who were classified as “currently
employed” or “currently unemployed. ” The
total labor force included all persons 17 years of
age and over who worked, were looking for
work, or were on layoff from work during the
2-weeli period prior to the tveek of interview.
Persons in the labor force were classified as “cur-
rently employed” if they had wrorked at or had a
job or business during the 2-week reference
period.
Persons who did not work but who were
looking for work and persons on layoff from a
job, whether or not they were Iooking for other
work, ~yere classified as “currentIy unem-
ployed. ” Again it is suggested that readers
revie~v the more complete definitions given for
this population characteristic in appendix II.
The aver-age numbers of disability days for
persons in the labor force b>’ current employ-
ment status, sex, and age are presented in table
19. Some of these data are presented in sum-
mary form in table K and are illustrated in
figures 7 and 8.
It is apparent from these data that the
average numbers of restricted-activity days and
bed-disability days ~vere substantially higher for
unemployed persons than for employed persons.
The differences are especially notable for
persons 25 years of age and over (see figures 7
and 8). These data also sho~i’ unemployed males
and unemployed femaIes had higher rates of
restricted-activity days and bed-disability da~’s
than the employed members of their owm sex in
each of the age groups showm in table K.
Among employed persons, femaIes generally
had higher rates of res~ricted-activity days and
bed-disability days than did the males. Hotvever,
11
Table K. Disability days per person per year, by age, t ype of disability day, employment status, and sax: United States, 1975
All ages
17-24 2544 45-64




years years and over
—
Restricted-activity days per person per year
Both sexas... ... .. . ..... ... . ..... .. . ... .... . ..... . . .. . .... .. ... . ... 13.4 11.1 13.1 15.3 13.7
Currantly employed .. .. .... . .. ..... . ... ... . .. . ... . .. .. ... .. . ..... . .. .. 12.0 10.3 11.9 13.2 11.7
Currently unemployed ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .... . ... .. .. .. ..... ... .. 2B.O 15.9 27.6 50.3 40.3
Mala ... ... .. .... .. .... ... .. .... ... ... .... .. .... . . ..... . .. ... ... . .... .. .. ... 12.2 9.3 11.6 14.8 13.9
Currently employed .... .. .. .... .. ...... .... .. .. .. ..... . ... .... . ... .... , 10.8 8.8 10.4 12.5 12.0
Currently unemployed .... .. .. . .. .... .. .. .... ... . .... . . .. .. .. ... .... . ( 28.1 11.9 28.4 55.7 ‘40.6
Female .. . .. ...... .. . ... .. .. . .. . .. ... ..... . ... .. .. .. .... .. . .. ... . ... .... .. 15.1 13.3 15.6 16.1 13.5
Currently employed ... . . .. .. . .... .... .. . .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..... .. . 13.7 12.0 14.4 14.3 11.3
Currently unemployed .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .... ... . ... ... . ... .. .. .... .. .. 27.9 20.8 26.8 43.0 *39.3
Bed-disability days per person per year
Both sexes .. .. .. ... ... . .... . .. ...... . . .... .. ... ... .. ... .... . . .. . ... 4.6 4.6 4.7 4.6 3.6
Currently employed .. . .. .... .. ... . .. ... ... .. .... .. .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. 4.0 4.1 4.3 3.8 2.2
Currently unemployed ... . ... . ..... .. . ... . .. .... .... .. .. .. .. .... .. .. . 10.7 7.2 9.8 17.8 *21.2
Male .... ... ....... .. .... .. .. ...... .. . .... .. . .. .. .. . . .... . ... . ... . ... ... .. .. 3.8 3.3 3.7 4.3 3.9
Currently employed ... ... .. . .. .. .. . ... .... . ... .... .. .. ... .. . ... .. .. .. . 3.3 3.2 3.4 3.5 *2.4
Currantly unemployed ... .. . .. .... .. . ... .. . ... . .. .. ... .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. 9.3 4.0 8.6 18.2 *24.8
Female ... ..... . .. .... .. ... .... ... .... .. . ...... .. . ... . .. .. .. .... .. ... .. .. . 5.8 6.1 6.3 5.1 ‘3.0
Currently employed .... .... .. .. .... .. . ... .. . . .. ... .... .. .. .. ..... .... . 5.1 5.3 5.8 4.3 *1.9
Currently unemployed ... .. .. .... .. .... .. .. . .... . .... .. .. .. .. ... . . ... 12.4 11.1 11.1 17.3 *1 5.3
among unemployed persons the differences be-
tween the sexes did not follow the same pat-
tern. The overall average of restricted-activity
days for both sexes was about the same, 28.1
days per person per year for males, and 27.9
days per person per year for females. Unem-
ployed females in the youngest age group ( 17-24
years of age) averaged more restricted-activity
days (20.8 days) than did unemployed males in
the same age group (1 1.9 days).
Among unemployed persons 25-44 years of
age the rates were about the same for both males
(28.4 days) and females (26.8 days). For unem-
ployed persons 45-64 years of age the rates for
males (55.7 days) were higher than the rates for
females (43.0 days).
Industry, Occupation, Sex, and Age
Tables 20, 21, 22, and 23 present the aver-
age number of disability days for currently
empIoyed persons by industry and occupation.
Summaries of these data are presented in tables
L and M.
According to the data shown in table L,
persons employed in public administration had a
higher average number of restricted-activity
days, bed-disability days, and work-loss days
than persons employed in all the other industry
groups. Persons employed in public adminis-
tration comprised about 6 percent of all the cur-
rently employed persons.

















Figure 7. Number of restricted-activity days per person per year,










Figure 8. Number of bed-disability days per person per year, by
current employment status and age: United States, 1975
cent), wholesale and retail trade (19 percent ),
and services and miscellaneous industries (28
percent) together comprised about 70 percent of
all the currently employed persons (from table
20). Comparisons of the data for persons em-
ployed in these three major industry groups
show that persons employed in manufacturing
Table L. Disability days per currently employed person 17 years
of age and over per year, by type of disability day and in-
dustry classification: United States, 1975




Days per person per year




Agriculture .. . .... .. .... . ... . .. . . .... . .. .... 9.9
Forestry and fisheries ... .. .. .. ... . ... . ‘3.0
Mining ... . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. ... .. . ... .. . ... . ... ... * 6.9
Construction ..... .. . ... .. .. .... .. .... .. . ... 10.9
Manufacturing .. .. .. . ... . . .... .. .... .. . ... 12.9
Transportation and public
utilities .. .. .. . .... . . .... ... .... .. .. .. .. ... . 11.8
Wholesale and retail trade .. ... . .... . 10.8
Finance, insurance, and
real estate .... .... . . .... .. . .... . . .... . . .. . 10.7
Services and miscellaneous ... . .. . . .. 12.4
Public administration .. . .. .. . .. .... ... . 14.9

























Table M. Disability days per currently employed person 17 years
of age and over per year, by type of disability day and
occupation classification: United States, 1975
———
Occupation classification
All occupations . .. .. .. . ... .... .. ... .
Professional, technical and
kindred workers ... ... . .... .. .... .. .. ..
Farmer and farm managers ... .. ....
Managers and administrators,
except farm ... .. . ... .. . .. ... . ... ... ... ..
Clerical and kindred workers .. ....
Salesworkers ... .. . ... ... .. . .... .. .. .. .. .. ..
Craftsmen and kindred
workers ... .. . .... ... .. .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .
Operatives and kindred
workers ..... ... .. ... .. .... .. .... .. .... .... .
private household workers .. ... . . .. .
Service workers, except
privata household .. .. . ... .. . ... .. . .. .
Farm laborers and farm
foremen .. .. .. . ..... . . ... ... .. ... . .. ... . .. .
Laborers, except farm .. .. ... . .. .... . ..
Unknown ... .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .. . .. . .. .. .. ... ..
Type of disability
EEIA&E-










































(12.9 days) and persons employed in services
and miscellaneous industries ( 12.4 days) aver-
aged more restricted-activity days per year than
persons employed in wholesale and retail trade
(10.8 days).
Persons employed in services and miscel-
laneous industries (4.6 days) averaged more
bed-disability days than persons employed in
wholesale and retail trade (3.4 days).
Persons employed in manufacturing had an
average of 4.0 days of bed disability, a rate not
meaningfully different from the rate for persons
employed in the other two industry groups. Per-
sons employed in manufacturing (6.1 days) had
on the average more work-loss days than persons
employed in wholesale and retail trade (4.7
days) and persons employed in services and
miscellaneous industries (4.8 days).
The number of persons in the population
employed in the mining, forest, and fisheries
industry groups was relatively small. The average
number of disability days shown for these per-
sons was subject to large sampling variability.
Therefore, comparisons of estimates for persons
in these industry groups with the estimates for
persons in other industry groups should be made
with caution.
The occupational classification of currently
employed persons by type of disability day is
shown in table h!. The five occupational groups
with the highest proportion of currently em-
ployed persons were professional, technical, and
kindred workers ( 15.3 percent), clerical and
kindred workers (1 7.1 percent), craftsmen and
kindred workers ( 13.5 percent), operatives and
kindred workers (15.2 percent) and service
workers, except those in private household jobs
(12.1 percent). Together these occupational
groups comprised about 73 percent of all cur-
rently employed persons (from table 2 1). Be-
cause the number of persons was relatively small
and the associated sampling variability was rela-
tively high for persons employed in the other
occupational categories, the discussion here is
confined to the five major occupational groups.
Comparisons of the average number of re-
stricted-activity days per person per year for the
five major occupational groups show that service
workers, except those in private household jobs,
had the highest average number of restricted-
activity days (14.1 days) and professional,
technical, and kindred workers had the lowest
average (11.0 days). The averages for persons in
the other three major occupations fell between
the above two averages and generally were at the
same level.
There were no meaningful differences in the
average number of bed-disability days experi-
enced by persons in the five major occupational
groups. Operatives and kindred workers and
service workers, except those in private
household jobs, had the highest average number
of work-loss days (6.5 days each group) and pro-
fessional, technical, and kindred workers had the
lowest (4.1 days). When these data are
further broken down into sex and age groups,
the number of persons and the number of days
of disability for persons in the various industry
and occupation categories becomes smaller, and
the relative sampling variability increases. There-
fore, detailed comparisons of the data presented
in tables 22 and 23 will not be attempted here.
In broad terms, however, for most of the
major industry and occupation categories the
average number of disability days for females
was greater than the average number of days for
males in the same industry or occupation group.
With reference to age differentials for disability
days between persons in the same ma,jor in-
dustry and occupation groups, persons 45-64
years of age had on the average more disability
days than those 17-44 years of age.
COMPARISON WITH DATA
FOR EARLIER YEARS
Tables N, O, and P present data for the dif-
ferent types of disability days, by selected char-
acteristics, for 1975 and three earlier time
periods. Data for the earlier time periods were
published in Vital and Health Statistics, Series
10, Number 47 (for the 1965-66 data), Number
67 (for the 1968 data), and Number 90 (for the
1971 data).
It is beyond the scope of’ this report to
analyze and report the many factors that con-
tribute to changes in the rate of occurrence of
various health factors. The estimates in this
section are presented as derived from thle data
14
collected during the various survey periods with- patterns of reported disability days.z At the
out any attempt to make adjustments for time that this report was being prepared, the
changes in the population characteristics that data on family income had not been adjusted to
may have occurred over the 10-year time span. take into account the high rate of inflation that
It has been noted in previous publications occurred between 1965 and 1975. Therefore
that a maior charwe in Health Interview Survey this variable was omitted from the tables.
data coII;ction procedures occurred in 1968.
2For analysis of the effect of the 1968 procedural
However, it is believed that these procedural changes see Vital and Health Statistics, Series 2, Number
changes did not substantially affect the levels or 48.
Table N. Restricted-activity and beddisability days per person per year, by selected characteristics: United States, July 1965-
June 1966, 1968, 1971, and 1975
Selected characteristic
Total .. ... . .... .... .. . ..... . ..
Under 5 years ..... . .. ..... . .... .. .
5-14 years .... . ... .. .. .. .... .. .. .. ...
15-24 years .. ... ... . .. .... .. . ..... . .
25-44 years .. . .. .... ... . .... . .. ... ..
45-64 years .. .. .... . .. ..... . .. ... .. .
65-74 years .. ... .... .. .. ... ... . .... .
75 years and over .. . .. . .... . . ....
Sex—
Male ... .. ... . .. . ... .. .... .. .. .... .. .. ...
Female ... .. .. .... . .. ..... . . .. ... ... ...
White .... .. .. .. .... .. .. ... ... .. .... .. ..
All other .... . .. .... .. .. .. .. ... .... .. .
Place of residence
SMSA ..... .... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. . ... ... ..
Outside SMSA
Nonfarm .... . .. . .. . ... ... .. .... .
Farm ... .... .. ... ... ... ... .. . . .. .. .
Geographic region
Northeast .. .. ... . ... . ... ... ... .. ... ..
North Cantral ... .. .... . .. ... .. . ...
South .. . ..... .. . .... .. . ..... .. . ..... . ..
West .. .. . ... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. ... ... ..
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From the data in table N it maybe seen that
the average number of restricted-activity days
per person for the total civilian noninstitu-
tionalized population increased by about 2 days
in 1975 over the earlier time periods. The in-
crease in the overall rate of restricted-activity
days is also apparent for most of the selected
population characteristics shown in table N.
For children under 15 years of age the rates
were relatively stable over the time span covered
by these data. For persons 15 years of age and
over there was an increase in the average number
of restricted-activity days for each of the age
groups. The rates were higher for both males and
femiles, but proportionately, females had a
slightly higher increase than did males. These
data also reflect increased rates for persons living
in SMSA’S and in nonfarm areas outside of
SM SA’S. However, the rates for restricted-
activity days for persons living in farm areas
tended to decrease.
When the data are examined by geographic
region, it can be observed that there were in-
creases for each of the four regions, but the
increases for the Northeast and West Regions
were proportionately higher than the increases
for the other regions. The average number of
restricted-activity days increased also for both
white persons and persons of alI other races.
Since the 1965-66 time period, the rate for
persons other than white increased proportion-
ately more than the rate for white persons.
Bed-Disability Days
The average numbers of bed-disability days
per person per year for selected population char-
acteristics for the four survey periods are also
shown in table N. Unlike the marked increase in
restricted-activity days, the average number of
bed-disability days remained at about the same
level for the 10-year time span covered by the
four survey periods in this report.
The only notable trend that can be observed
from these data was the increase in the rate of
bed-disability days for persons other than white
in the population.
Work-Loss Days
The average numbers of work-loss days per
currently employed person per year for the four
survey periods are shown in Table O. These data
show that between 1966 and 1975 there was a
slight decrease over the long-term in the average
number of work-loss days for the total popu-
lation, and that most of the decrease took place
before 1968.
Table O. Work-loss days per currently employed person 17 years
of age and over per year, by selected characteristics: United
States, July 1965-June 1966, 1968, 1971, and 1975
Selected
characteristic
Total . . .. . .... ... . ... . .... .
Age
17-24 years .... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .
25-44 years .... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .
45-64 years ..... . .. ... .. .... .. .. .
65 years and over .. .. .. .... .. .
Sex—
Male .. .... .. ... .... .. .... ... .. . .... ..
Female .. ... ... .. . .. .. .... .. .. .. ... .
Color
White .... .. .. ..... . ... .... . ... .. .. . .
All other ..... ... . .. .. .. .. . .. ... .. .
Place of residence
SMSA .... . .. . ... ... . .... .. .. .... .. ..
Outside SMSA
Nonfarm .. ... ..... .. .... .. . ..
Farm ... . .... . ... ... .. .. .... ... .
Geographic region
Northeast .. ... .. . .... .. .. .... .. . ..
North Central .. . ... ... . .... . .. ..
South .. .. . ..... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .
West ... .. .. .. ... . .. ...... . .. ..... .. ..
Work loss
Elv-lE4-




































































When these data are examined for trends by
selected population characteristics, the folIowing
items appear to be meaningful. There was a
decrease in work-loss days for persons 45-64
years of age and 65 years of age and older, for
males, and for persons living outside of SMSA’S.
Decreases over time in the average number of
work-loss days can also be observed for persons
living in the North Central and South Regions of
the country. Another notable change was the
large increase, between 1971 and 1975, for the
West Region of the country in the average
number of work-loss days.
School-Loss Days
The numbers of days lost from school per
school-age child 6-16 years old per year for the
four survey periods are shown in Table P. It may
be seen from these data that the rates for the
total school-age population did not change very
much over the time span covered by the four
survey periods. The highest rates were obtained
during the 1971 survey, but in 1975 the rates
were about level with those from the two earlier
surveys. This same pattern occurs among most
of the characteristics shown in the table.
Table P. School-loss days per school-age child 6-16 years of age
per year, by selected characteristics: United States, July





‘ ’68 June 1966
Total .... .. .. .. . ... .. ... . .
Sex
Male .. ... ... . .. .... .. . . .. .. .. .... .. ..
Female .... .. .. .... . .. ... .. . ... .. ..
Color
White ... .. .. . .. ... .. . . .. ... . .. ... . ..
All other .. . .. .... .. . .... . .. ... .. .
Place of residence
SMSA .... .. .. . ..... .. .. .. .. .. ... . .. .
Outside SMSA
Nonfarm .. ... .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .
Farm ..... . .. ... .. . .... .. . ... .. . ..
Geographic region
Northeast .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .
North Central .. ... .... .. . ... .. ..
South ... .. ... .. .... .. . .... .. .. .. ...
West ... . .. .... .. . ..... .. ... .. ... .... .
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region, sex, and age: United States, 1975 . . .. .... . ... .. .... .. .... . . .... ... .. .... ... . ... ... . ..... . ... .... .. . .... .. . ..... . ... .... .. . ..... .... ... ... . ...... ..... ... .. .............
11. School-loss days per school-age child 6-16 years of age per year and school-age population by place of residence, geographic
region, and sex: United States, 1975 .. .... ... . .... .. ..... ... .. .... .. .. .. .... . .... ... . .... .. .. ..... .. . .... .. .. .. ... .. ..... .. .. .... .. ..... .. ... ... . .. .... .. . .....................-
12. Restricted-activity days per person per year, by family income, sex, and age: United States, 1975 ..... .. ... .. ... . ..... . ... .... .. .. .... . ... ....
13. Beddisability days per person per year, by family income, sex, and age: United States, 1975 . ... .. .. ...... ... ... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. ..... . . ..... .
14. Population used in obtaining rates in this publication, by income, sex, and age: United States, 1975 ... .... .. . ..... .. .... .. .. .. ... ... .. .... .. .
15. Work-loss days per currently employed person per year and currently employed population, by income, sex, and age: United
States, 1975 .. . .. ..... . ... ... .. .. .... . . .. ... .. ... .... .. .. ... . ... .... .. . ..... .. .. ..... . . .... ... . ..... .. . ..... ... ... ... . ... ... .. ... ... . ....... ................................ .................
16. school-loss days per school-age child 6-16 years of age per year and school-age population, by family income and sex: United
States, 1975 ... .. ..... . .. .... .... .. .. . . ..... . ... .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. . .... ... .. ... .. .. .... . .... .... . . .... .. ... ... .. .. . .... . .... ... .. .. ................. ............................ .........
17. Disability days per person par year and population by usual activity, sex, and age: United Statas, 1975 .. . .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... . ... .... .. ..
18. Work-loss days per currently employed person per year and currently employed population, by usual activity, sex, and age:
United States, 1975 . .. ... .... . .. ..... .. .. ... .. ... .... . .. .... .. .. ... .... . .... . .... ... .. . ..... .. .. ..... . . .... . ... ... ... . ..... . ... ... ... . ..... . .. ................. .........................
19. Disability days per person in the labor force per year ana population, by current employment status, sex, and age: United
States, 1975 .. ... .. .. . .... . .. .... ... ... ... . .... .. .. .... .. .. .... ... . .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... . .. .... .... . ... .. .. .... . .. ... ... . .... .. .. ................ ............................ .....”...
20. Disability days per currently employed person 17 years of age and over per year, and currently employed population, by sex
and industry classifications: United States, 1975 .. ... ..... . .. .... . . .. ... ... . . .... . . .. .. .... .. .... .. .. ... ... .. .... .. .. .. .... . ... .. . . ..... .. ... .... .. .... .. ... ..... ....!....
21. Disability days per currently employed person 17 years of age and over per year and currently employed population, by SISX























22. Work-loss days per currently employed person per year and currently employed population for both sexes and males, by age
and industry classification: United States, 1975 .. .. .. ... . ... ... .. .. ... .. ..... . . .... .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .... . . .... .. . ... .. . ... .. .. ... . .. ... . .. .... . ... .. . ... .. .. . ..... .. .... .. 37
23. Work-loss days per currently employed person per year and currently employed population for both sexes and males, by age
and occupation classification: United States, 1975 . . .... . ... ... .. . ... .. .. ... ... . ... .. .... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .... . . ... .. .. .. .... . ... .. . ... .. .. ... . .. ... . .. ... . 38
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Table 1. Disability days per person per year and population, by sex and age: United Statea, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 111. .
Population
~—






sexes Male Femalesexes 3!J.k.QY!-



























































All ages .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ...
Under 5 years ... ... .. .... .. . .... .. . ...
5-14 years .. . . .. .. .. . .. . ... .. .. .... . ... .
15-24 years .... ... .. .. .... . ... .. .. . .. ..
25-34 years ... ..... ... . .... .. . ... .. ... .
3544 years ... .... ... . .. .... . .... .. .. ..
45-54 years .. .. ... .. . . .... ... . ... ... .. .
55-64 years .. ..... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. . ..
65-74 years .. ..... .. . .... .. .. ..... .... .
75 years and over .. .... . .. .... ... . ..
All ages under
25 years ... .. .. .. ... ... .. .... .. .. ..
Under 6 years .... ... ... .... .. .. .. .. ...
6-16 years ... ..... ... .. .... .. . ... .. .. .. .

































I 12.1 12.510.5 10.212.3 10.2 11.610.914.3 4.64.66.7 19,51242,43330,321 9,99521,57514,683 9,51720,85815,638
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian populaticm of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
Table 2. Work-loss days per person per year and currently employed population, by sex and age: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionaked population. The survey design, general qualifications, and











Days per currently employed
person per year
Number in thousands
All ages 17 years























17-24 years ... .. . .... .. ....
25-34 years .. ... .. ... ... ...
35-44 years ... .. . ...... .. ..
45-54 years ... ... . ..... .. . .
55-64 years ..... . .. .... .. ..
65-74 years ..... .. .. ... .. ..








NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Cwrent Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, Employment
and Earnings.
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Table 3. School-loss days per school-age child 6-16 years of age per year and school-age population, by sex: United States, 1975
[Data me based on househoId interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionaltzed population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. JJefiiitions of terms are given in appendix II]
sex
School-loss days
per school-age child per year School-age population in thousands
Both sexes .. .... .. .. ... . .. ... ... .. .... . . ... .. . .... . ... .. 5.1 42,433
Male .. . ..... . .. .. .. .. .. ... . .. . ... .. .. ... .. .. ... . .. ..... . . .... . .. .. 4.8 21,575
Female .... . .. . ..... .. .... .. .. .. ... . .... .. . .... . . .... .. ... .. .. . .. 5.5 20,858
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
Table 4. Disability days per person per year and population, by race, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household inter-vkws of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and








White Black Totall White BlackTotal 1




















































































Under 6 years .. ... .. .. .... . . .... ... . ..
6-16 years ... .. . .... ... . ... .. .. ... .. . ...
17-24 years ... .. ... ... . ..... . .. ... ... ..
2544 years .. .. ... ... .. .. ... . .. ... . .. . .
45-64 years .. .. ... .. .. ..... .. .... . .. ...















































Under 6 years ... .. .. ... . .. . ..... .. .. ..
6-16 years .... .. .. .... .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. ..
17-24 years .. .. . ... ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. ..
2544 years .... ... .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. ...
45-64 years .. . .. ... ... .. .. .. .. ... . .. ...















































Under 6 years .. . ... . .. .... .. .. ... .. .. .
6-16 years ... .... . .... . . .. .. .. .. ... . .. ..
17-24 years .... .. . .... . ... .. ... ..... .. .
25-44 years ... .. .. .. .. . ..... .. .. ... . .. .
45-64 years ... ... .. ... . .... .. .... .. ... .
65 years and over ... .. .. .. .. .... .. ..
lIncludes all other races.
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Repotis, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 5. Work-loss days per person per year and currently employed population, by race, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized popuktion. The SUrvey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
Sax and age
Both sexes
All ages 17 years and over ..... .. .... .. ... ... .. ... .. ... .. .
17-24 years . .... . ... .. ... .. ..... .. .. .... .. . .... .. ... ... .. ... ... .. ... ... ... . .
25-44 years ..... . ... .... .. . ...... .. . .... .. .. .... . ... .... . ... .... . ... .. .... ..
45-64 y@rs ..... . ... ... .. ... ..... ... .... . ... .... . ... ... .. .. .... .. ... ... .. . ..
65 years and over ... ... . ..... .. .. ... .. .. ... ... ... ... .. . ..... .. .. ... ... . ..
M
All ages 17 years and over . .. .. ... .. .. ..... .. .. ... .. .. .... ... . .
17-24 years ...... ... ... .. ... .... . ... .... . .. .... .. ... .. ... ... .... . .. .... .. .. .
25-44 years ..... . .. ... .... .. ... ... .. ... .. ... .... . .. ...... . . .... .. .. ..... . .. .
45-64 years . ... .. .. ..... ... . .... . .. ..... . ... .... . .. .... .... ..... . .. .... ... . .
65 years and over ... ... .. .... . ... ... ... .. .. ... .. ... .. . .. ..... . .. .... .. ..
Female
All ages 17 years and over . .. .. .... . ... ... ... . ..... . ... .... .. ..
17-24 years .... .. ... ... .. .. . .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .... . .. .... ... . ..... . ... ... ... . .
25-44 years . ... ... .. .... . .. ..... . .... .. ... . ..... .. .. ... .. ... ... .. ... .... . .. .
45-64 years . .... . ... .... .. .. .... .. .. .. .... .. .... . . .. ... .. ... .... . .. .... .. .. .





Days per person per year Number in thousands





















































































1 Includes all other races.
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports onthecitiian populatia,n of the
United States in C’urrent Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, Emp,ioyment
and Earnings.
Table 6. School-loss days perschool-age child 6-16years ofageper yearand school-age population, byrace and sex: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, ncminstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix H]
School-loss days School-age population
Sex
Total 1 White Black Total 1 White Black
Days per school age child per year Number in thousands
Both sexes .. .. .. 5.1 5.2 4.8 42,433 35,672 6,294
Male ..... .. . . .... .. . . .... 4.8 4.8 4.7 21,575 18,192 3,158
Female ... ..... ... .. . ... 5.5 5.6 5.0 20,858 17,480 3,136
lhrcludes all other races.
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports onthecivfikn populatio,n of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
22
Table7. Restricted-activity days per person par year, by Place Of residence, geographic region, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[Datn arc based on household intmvicws of the civilian, noninstitutionalkcct population. The survey design, general qualifications, and




Under 6 years ....................
6-16 years...... ....................
17-24 years ........... .............
2544 yaers .... ....................
45-64 years .. ......................<
65 years and over ...............
m
All ages .......................!
Under 6 years.................... .
6-16 years ..........................
17-24 years ...... ..................
2544 years ........................
4564 years ..................... ..
65 years and over ....... .......
Female
All ages ........................
Under 6 yaars ....................
6-16 years .........................
17-24 years .......................
2544 years ...... .. ................
45J34 years ....... .................
65 years and over ..............







Nonfarm Farm east Central





















































































































































Table 8. Beddisability days per person per year, by place of residence, geographic region, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civifian, noninstitutionaked population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
Sex and age
Both sexes
All ages. ... ... . .
Under 6 years .... .. ... .
6-16 years .. .. . ... .. .. .. ..
17-24 years ... .. .. .. .. .. .
2544 years .. . ... ... ... ..
45-64 years ... .. .. .. ... . .
65 years and over ... .
J&
All ages... .. ... .... ..
Under 6 years .. ... .. .. .
6-16 years .. .... . .... ... ..
17-24 years .... ... . .... ..
2544 years ..... .. . .... ..
45-64 years ..... .. ... ....
65 years and over ....
Female
All ages ... .... . .. . ...
Under 6 years .. .. . ... ..
6-16 years .... . .... .. ... ..
17-24 years .. .. ... .. .. .. .
2544 years ... ....... .. ..
45-64 years.., .. .... . ... .



























































































































































Tabla 9. Population by placa of residence, geographic region, sex, and age: United Statea, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The SUSWY d.sigm g-ml qualifications, ad




All ages .. .... . . .
Undar 6 years .. .... .. ..
6-16 years ... ... . ..... . . ..
17-24 years .. ... . ... .. . ..
2544 years .. ... .. .... ...
45-64 yaara .. . ... .. ... . ..
65 years and over .. ..
Male
All ages. . . .... .. .. ...
Under 6 years .. . ... .. ..
6-16 years .. . .. .. . .. . .. ...
17-24 years .. .... ... ... ..
25=$4 yeSlrS... .. . .. ..... .
45-64 years . .. .... . ... ...
65 years and over .. ..
Farnale
All ages..............
Undar 6 years .... .. .. . .
6-16 years . .. ... .. .. .... ..
17-24 years .. ... . .. .... . .
2544 years ... ... .. ... ...
45-64 years ... ... . .... . ..
65 years and over ... .
Place of rasidance Geographic region
All
areas













































































































































































NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series F’-2O, P-2 5, and P-60.
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Table 10. Work-loss days per currantly employed person per year and currently employed population, by place of residence, geographic
region, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[ I)nta urc bawd on h(,uscho]cl intcrvktvs Or the ~ii,ilian, ,l(}nin~tituti(>na] ~zc(l poPLl}ation. ‘Tfre SUI-Vey design, general qualifications, and






Work-loss days per currently employed person per yearBoth sexes
Al I ages 17 years and over..
17-24 years.. ... .. .. .... . ... ... ... .. .... ..
25-44 years . ..... . ... ... .. .... .. .. ... .... ..
45-64 years .... ... .. ..... .. . .... .. .. .... .. .
65 years and ovar ..... . .. .... .. .. ..... .
M
All ages 17 years and over .. .
17-24 years .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... ..
25-44 years ... .. .. .. ...... .. . ... .. .... .... .
45-64 years .. ..... .. . ..... .. .. .... .. .. .... .
65 years and over ..... .. .. .... ... . ... ..
Female
All ages 17 years and over .. .
17-24 years .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... ..
25-44 years .. .... . .. . .... .. . .... .... .. ... . .
45-64 years .. .... .. ... ... .. .. .... .. .. ..... .
65 yaars and over . .... .. .. .... .. .. ..... .
Both sexes
All ages 17 years and over..
17-24 years ... ... ... .. ... .. .. ..... .. . .... ..
25-44 years .. .. ... . .. .. .... .. .. .... .. . .....
45-84 years ... .... .. .. .. .. .... .... .. .. .... .
65 yaars and over .. .... .. .. .... .. .. ....
M
All ages 17 years and over ...
17-24 years ... ... .. .. . .. ... .. .. ...... .. ....
25-44 years .. .. .. .... . .. ... .... ...... . ... ..
45-64 years . .... ..... .. . .. .. .. .. .... .. .. ...
65 years and over . .. ...... . . .... .. .. ...
Femala
All ages 17 years and over ...
17-24 years . .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. . ....
25-44 years ... .. ... ... . ..... . .. .... .. .. ....
45-64 years ... .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .....<.....












































































































































































































NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current PornArtfon Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and MO, and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, Employment
and Earnings.
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Table 11. School-loss days per school-age child 6-16 years of age per year and school-age population by place of residence, geographic
region, and sex: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalked population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
Sex
Both sexes .. ..... .. .... .. . .. .... . .... . .. ... . ... .... . ... .. .. . .... .
hle .......................................... ................... ..............
Female .. ...... . ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ... . .. ..... . .. ... .. . .... . . .. .. ... . ... . .. .... .
Both wxes . . .... .. .. ... . ... ... .. . ..... . . .... .. .. ... .. .. ... . . ..... .
Male . ... ... .. ... .. .. . ... . .. .... . .. ... .. ... .. .. . ...... . ... ... ... . ... . .... .. . .... .
Female . .... ... .. .. .... . .. .... . .. .. .. ... .... .. . .... . .. .... . .. ... ... . ... .. .. ....








School-1oss days per school-age child per year
-1
5.1 5.3 4.8 3.6 5.7 4.8 4.6 5.9
4.8 5.0 4.6 ●2.2 5.2 4.1 4.6 5.5
5.5 5.7 5.1 5.1 6.2 5.5 4.6 6.2
school-age population
42,433 28,816 12,191 1,427 9,731 11,269 13,919 7,514
21,575 14,518 6,323 734 4,949 5,712 7,176 3,737
20,858 14,198 5,868 693 693 4,781 6,743 3,777
NOTE: For official population estimates for more generaI use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reporta on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Poprdatlon Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 12. Restricted-activity days per person per year, by family income, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[ Data arc based cm household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalizecl population. The survey design, general qualifications, and







$5,000- $7,000- $1o,ooo- $15,000
Incomes $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 or more
Restricted-activity days per person per yearBoth sexes
All ages. .. .. . ..... . .. ... .. . .. ... .. . . .... ... .. .. ..
Under 6 years .. .. . .. ... .. ... ... ... . .... .. .. ... .. ... ...
6-16 years . . ... ..... . .. ..... . . ..... .. . ..... . .. ..... .. . ... .
17-24 years ... .... .. .. .... .. . .... ... .. .... . .. .... . .. . ....
25-44 years . .. .... ... . ..... . .. .... ... .... .. ... ... .. .. ....
45-64 years . .. . ... ... . ..... .. . ... ... . .... ... . .... ... .. ...
65 years and over ...... . .. ... ... . .... .. .. .. .. .. .. ....
M
All ages .. .... .. ... ... .. .. .... .. .. ... ... . .... ... .. ..
Under 6 years ... ... . . ..... ... ... .. ... ..... .. .... ... . ...
6-16 years .. ... ... ... . ..... . ... ... .. . ...... ... .... ... ....
17-24 years . ... ..... . .. .... . ... .... .. . ..... . .. ... ... .. ...
25-44 years .. .. ... .. . .. .... .. .. .. ..... .. .. .. .. ... .... . ...
45-64 yeara .. .. .... .. . ..... .. .. ... .. ... .... ... ... ... .. ...
65 years and over . .. .... .. ... .. .. ... .... .. .. .... .. .. ..
.Ee!@2
All eges .. . .. ..... ... ... .. ... ..... . .. ... .. .. ... ... . ...
Under 6 years ..... .. . ...... . . ..... .. ...... . .. .... .. . ..
6-16 years ... .. .. .... .. ... .... . .. .... . ... .. .. . .. ... ... . ...
17-24 years .... .. .... . .. .... . ... .... . .. .... ... . .... .. .. ..
25-44 years .. .. . ..... . ... ... .. .. ..... . .. ... .. ... .... . ... .
45-64 years . ... . .... .. . .. ... .. .. .... .. .. .... ... . ... .. . ...
65 years and over .. ... ... . .... .... . .. ... .. . . ..... . .. ..
















































































































































Table 13. Bed-disability days per person per year, by family income, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[Data arc based on houschoId interviews of the civilian, nonin~titutiona] ized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix H]
Sex and age
Both sexes
All ages ... ... .. ... .... ..... . .. ... . . .... .. .. ... . ..
Under 6 years ... . ... .. .. ..... . .. .. ... . .... .. . .. ... . ...
6-16 years .. .... .. .. ... .. .. ... .. .. .... . ... .. .. . ... ... . ... .
17-24 years ... . ... ... . .. . ... .. . .... . .. ..... .. ... .. .. ....
25-44 years ... . .. .. ... .. .. .. . ... .... . . ..... . .. ... . ... ... .
45-64 years ... .. .... .. ... .. .. . ..... . .. ..... . . .... . ... . ...
65 years and over ... ... .. ... ... .. . ... .. . ..... ... .....
M
All ages .. .. ... ... .... .. . .... ... .. .. ... . .... . . ..... ...
Under 6 years . . ... .... .. . ... .. .. .... .. . .... .. .... .. . ..
6-16 years . .. .... . .. ..... .. . ... .. . .... . .. ... .. .. ... .. .. ...
17-24 years . ..... . .. .. ... .. ... ... .... .. . .... . .. ... ... . ..
25-44 years .. ... .. .. . . ... ... ... .. ... . . ..... .. .... .. .. ..
45-64 years ... . ... ... .. .. ... . . .. ... .. .. . .. . .. .... . .. ...
65 years and over . ... . .... . .. .... .. ..... . .. ... ... . .. ..
EeWd!2
All ages .... . .... . .. ... .. .. ..... .. .... .. ..... .. ... .. .
Under 6 years .. .. .. .... .. . .... .. . .... .. . .... ... .. .. . ..
6-16 years .. .. ... ... . . ..... . .. .... . .. ... .. ..... .. . ... .. ..
17-24 years ... ... . ... ... . ... ... .. .. .. . ... ... .. . ..... . . .
25-44 years .... .. .. ... ... .. ... . .. ... . ... ... .. .. .. ... . ..
45-64 years . .... . ... ... . .. ..... . .... . ... ... .. .. .. ... .. .
65 years and over .. ... .... . . .. ... . .. . .. .. . ... ... .. ..
Family income
Al I Less than $3,000- $5,000- $7,000- $10,000- $15,000
incomesl $3,000 $4.999 $6,999 $8,999 $14,999 or more



























































































































1 Includes unknown income.
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Table 14. Population used in obtaining rates in this publication, by income, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household inter-views of the civilian, noninstitutionalizcd population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
in formation on the reliability of the estimates are :ivcn in appenclix 1. Definitions of terms arc given in appendix H]
Sex and age
BJt h sexes
All ages . . .. ..... .. . ..... .. ... .. .. . . ... . .. ..... .





65 years and over .................................
All ages ..... .. .. ... . .... ... .. . ..... .. .. ... .. ... ..
Under 6 years ............................. ..........
6-16 years ............................................
17-24 years .................................. ........
25-44 years..... ......................................
45-64 years ..........................................
65 years and over ..... ............................
Female
All ages ...................................... ....




45-64 years ............................. .............
65 years and over .................................
1~~ludes unknown income.
Family income
Al I Lessthan $3,000- $5,000- $7,000- $10,000- $15“000





















































































































































NOTE: For official Douulation estimates for more general use, see U. S. Bureau of the Cemusreports onthecitilian populatio!n of the
United States in Curre~t Population Reports, Series P-~O, P-25, and P:60.
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Table 15. Work-loss days per currently employed person per year and currently employed population, by income, sex, and age:
United States, 1975
lDatn are based on househoId interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalimd population. The survey design, general qualifications, anc[
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms arc .qivcn in appencfix II]
Family income
All Less than $3,000- $5,000- $7,000- $10,000- $15#ooo-
incomesl $3,000 $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 or more
83x and age
Work-loss days per currently employed person per yearBoth sexes
All ages 17 years and over . ... . ..... .
17-24 years .... . . .. .. .... . ..... . . ... .. ... .... ... ... . .
25-44 years ... .. .. ... ... . .... .. . .... . .. .... .. ... .. . ..
45-64 years .. ... . .... .. . ..... .... .. . ... ... . .. .... .. ..
65 years and over ... .... .... . .. .. ... ... .. ... . ... . .
Male
All ages 17 years and over .. .. ... ... ....
17-24 years ... .... ... ..... . .. ... .. . ... .. .. .. ... . . ....
25-44 years .. .... .. . ..... . ... ... . . .. ... . .. .... . . .... .
45-64 years ...... .. .. .. .... . ... .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. ....
65 years and over . ... ... .. .. .. .... .. . ... ... . .... .
Female
All ages 17 years and over .. .. .. ... .. ...
17-24 years ... ... ... . .... .. .. .... .. .. ... . .. .... .. . ...
25-44 years ..... .. .. ..... . ... ... .. . ... .. .. .... .. .. .. .
45-64 years ... ... ... . ... .. .. .... .. . .... . .. .... .. .. ...
65 years and over .. .... . ... .. . ... ... . .... . ... .. ...
Both sexes
All ages 17 years and over ... . ... ... .
17-24 years ...... . . .... .. . .... . ... ... .. . .... . ... ... ..
25-44 years .. ... .... . .. . ... . .... ... .. ..... .. . ... .. ...
45-64 years ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. . .... ... . ... ... .
65 years and over .. ... . .. ... ..... . . .... .. .. .. .... .
&l@
All ages 17 years and ovar ... . .. ... .. .. .
17-24 years ... . ... ... . ... .. .. ... ... . ... ... .... .. . .. ..
25-44 years ... ... .. . ..... .. . ... ... . .. . ... .. .... . .. ...
45-64 years .... ... .. . ... ... . ... ... . .... ... .... .. .. ...
65 years and over ... .. .. . .... .. .. ... ... . .... . .. ... .
Female
All ages 17 years and over . .... .. . .....
17-24 years .... . . .... ... .. ... . .. .... .. .. ... .... ... .. .
25-44 years .... .. . .. .. .. .. .. . ... .. ... . ... ... .. ... ... ..
45-64 years . ... .. .... ... ..... . .. .... . ... ... . ... .... . .
65 years and over .. ... .... ... .... .... .... . .. ... .. .









































































































Currently employed population in thousands











































































NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in rlment Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, Employment
and Earnings.
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Table 16. School-loss days per school-age child 6-16 years of age per year and school-age population, by family income and sex: United
States, 1975
[I)ata arc basccl on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalimd population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
in fnrmation (m the reliability y of the estimates arc given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
Family income
Sex
Al I Less than g,;();. $5,000- $7,000- $1 orooo- $15,000
incomesl $3,000 , $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 or more
I School-loss days per school-age child per year
Both sexes ..... . . .... .. .. .... .. ... ... .. .. .... ..
H
5.1 6.0 7.0 6.7 5.3 4.8 4.7
Male ... .. .. ..... . .. .... .. .. ..... . ... .... .. . .... .. .. ..... 4.8 5.1 6.6 6.2 5.1 4.4 4.5
Female .. .. .... .. .. ...... .. . .... ... .. .... .. .. .. .. . . ..... 5.5 7.0 7,4 7.1 5.6 5.3 4.9
I Population in thousands
Both sexes . .... .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. ... .. ... 42,433 2,005 2,929 3,672 4,967 10,070 16,107
Male ... . ...... . .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .... .. .. .. .... ... . . 21,575 1,007 1,477 1,824 2,531 5,103 8,243
Female . .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... ... .. ..... . .. .... ... . ..... . 20,858 999 1,451 1,848 2,436 4,967 7,863
lIncludes unknown income.
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Repotis, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 17. Disability days per person per year and population by usual activity, sex, and age: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
Restricted-activity days
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School age (6-1 6
years) ... ... .... . .... . . .... .. .. ... . 10.5
Going to school (17 years
and over) ... ... . .. .... . .. .... . .. 10.1
Usually vwrking (17
years and over) . .. .... .. .. ... 13.5
17-24 years ..... .. . ... .. ..... . ... .. .
2544 years ... .. . .... .. ... .. .. .. ... .
45.64 years ... . .... .. .. .. ... .. .... . .






























































. . . 40,116
. . . 3,785
. . . 13,867
. . . 12,136
. . . 10,307
9,005 780
Usually keeping housa
(17 years and over) .... .... 26.9
17-24 years .... . .. .... .. .. ... . .. ....
2544 yeara .. .... ..... .. ..... . .. ... .
45-64 years ... ... .... .. ... .. . .... .. .










45.64 yaars .. ... . ... .. . . .... . ... ....
















years and over)l .. .. . .... .. . 55.0
17-24 years .... ... ... . ... .. . ... ... . .
2544 years .. ..... . .. ... . ... .. .. .. . .
45-64 years .. .. .. . .. ... .. . ... .. .. ...






























NOTE: Forofficial population estimates formore general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports onthecivilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-2 O, P-2 5, and P-60.
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Table 18. Work-loss days per currently amployad person per year and currently employed population, byusual activity, sex, and age:
United States, 1975
[ I)ata arc based on household interviews of the civilian, n,,ninstitutionalizcd population. The survey design, generaI qualifications, and
information on the rclitib ility nf the cst imatcs arc ~ivcn in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
Usual activity and age
All activities (17 years and over) . .. .. .. ... .. .... . .. ...
Usually working . ... ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .... .. .. .... . ... .... . ... .
17-24 years .. .. . . .... .. .. .. .... .. .. .... .. . ..... .. .. ... . .. . ..... .. .. .... .. ..
25-44 years . .... . .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. ... ... ... . .... .. ... ... .. ..
45-64 years .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. . .... . .. .. ... .. .. .... .. . .... ... . ...... . .
65 years and over . .... . ... .... . . .. ... .. . ...... . .. .... .. ... .. .. . .. .... ..
Usually keeping house . .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. ... . .... ... . .... ... . .....
17-24 years . .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .. ... . .. .. .. .. . . .... .. .. ..... . .. .... .. .. ...
25-44 years . .. .. . ... .. ... .... .. ... . ... .. ..... . .. ..... .. . ...... .. .... .. .. ...
45-64 years ... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... ... . ..... .. . .... .. .. .... .. .. .
65 years and over ... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... . .... ... .. .. .... .. . .... ... .. .
Other activityl .. . ..... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .. ... . .. .... .. .. ... ... .
17-24 years ... .... .. .. .... ... ... .. .. .. .... .... .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. . .... ..
25-44 years . .. .... .. ... ... ... . .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. ..... .. .. ... .
45-64 years . . .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... ... .. ... .. .. ....
65 years and over .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. .... .. .. ... ... ..... .. . .. ..
Work-loss days per currently






































































































NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, .Employment
and Earnings
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Table 19. Disability days per person in the labor force per year and population, by current employment status, sex, and age: United
States, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionaliied popdation. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Def init ions of terms are given in appendix 11]
Sex and age
Both sexes
All ages 17 years
and over ..... .. .. ..
17-24 years .. .. . ... ... .... ..
25J.14 years .. .... .. ... . .... .
45-64 years .. . .. ... . ... ... ..
65 years and over .. ... .. .
Male
All ages 17 years
and over ... . .. .... .. ..
17-24 years .. .... . .. ... . . ...
25-44 years .... .. .. .... .. ...
45-64 years .. ... . .. .... . ... .
65 years and over .. .. .. ..
Female
All ages 17 years
and over .. .... .. .. ... .
17-24 years .. ... .. . ... . .... .
2544 years .. .. ... ... .. ... ..
45-64 years .. .... . .. .. .... ..
65 years and over .. .. ... .
Reatricted~ctivity days Beddisability days
m Currantly Total in Currentlyunem- Iabor em-ployed force ployed


















































































































NOTE: ForofficiaI population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bweauof the Cemusrepotis onthecivifian population of the
United States in Curr’errt Poprdatiors Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly reoort. Ernployrrrent
and Earnings.
. . . .
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Table 20. Disability days per currently employed persan 17 years of ageandover peryear, andcurrently employ4population, by~x
andindustrv classlficationx United States, 1975
[Data u. lmscd on houschokl interviews of t h. civilian, noninstit uti,mdizccl populat ion. The survey design, genmal qualifications, and in format ion on the rcliabilit y of t he estimates
arcqivcn inappcndix l. fkfinitionsof tcrmsm’csivcn inappcndix I1]
II I
Currently employed
pomdationBoth sexes II Male I Female
Restricted- Bed. Work. Restricted- Bed- Work- Restricted.
activity disability loss activity disability loss
days
activity
days days days days days davs
Industry classification !EIE Both II MaleI Femalesexes
Disability days per currently employed person per year Number in thoumnds
All industry
classifications .. .. ..... ... ..
Agriculture .. ..... .. .. ..... ... ... .
Forestry and fisheries ......
Mining ...... ...... ..... .. .. ... .. ....
Construction .. ...... .. ..... ... ...
Manufacturing .. ... .. ... .. ..... .
Transpcxtation and
public utilities .. .... ..... ... .. .
Wholesale and
retail trade ...... ...... .. .. ......
Finance, insurance, and
real estate ... ..... ..... ...... .... ..
Services and
miscellaneou s.... .. ... ... .. .. ..
Pub4ic administration .. .... ..
Unknown .. .. ..... ..... ...... .. ... .


























































































23,055 I 9,3165,0S6 3,432684 399
NOTE Forofficial population estimates formore general use, soe U. S. Bureau of the Census reports onthecivtiian population of'the United States in Current PopuIatton Repotis,
Series P.20, P-2 S,and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics Monthly report, Employ mentand,?amings.
Table 21. Disability days percurrently employed person 17yearsof ageandover ~ryearand currently employ &population, bymxand
occupation classifications: United States, 1975
[l)JI. arc bawd “n Ihouschold intmvi.ws of the civilian, .C>ninstituti<,nali.cd population. The survey desi~m,general qualifications, and information on the reliability ,,f the estimates
arcgivcn inappcndix l.l)cfinitions oftcrms arcgivcninappcndix 11]





Industry classification ?estricted. Bed- Work- Restricted- Bed- Work- Restricted- Bed- Work.
activity disability loss activity disability loss act ivity disability loss
days days days days davs days days days days
Disability days per currently employed person per year
All occupation
classifications .. . . .. ... . ..
Professional, technical,
and kindred workers ... .. ..
Farmers and farm
worker% .. .. .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Managers and
administrators,
except farm .. . .. .. .. .. . ... .. .. .
Clerical and
kindred workers...,., .. . .. .. .
SaIes’mrkers ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .
Craftsmen and
kindred workers. .. .. .. .. .. .. .
Operatiws and
kindrad workers .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Private househOld
workers .. ... . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. ..
Service workers, exoept
private household .. ... . ... . .
Farm laborers and
farm foremen..., . . .. . .. . . .... .
Laborers, except
farm .. . ... . .. .. .. ... . ... . .. .. .. .. .. .
Unknown ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .






















































































































ted States in Current PoPuLz-
12.3 3.9
*6.4 ‘0.9~~
NOTE: For official population estimat for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the




Table 22. Work-loss days per currently employed person per year and currently employed population for both sexas and males, by age
and industry classification: United Statesr 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
Industry classification
All industry
classif ications ... .. .. ... . .
Agriculture .. .... .. . ..... .... .. .. .
Forestry and
fisheries .. . ... ... . .. .... .. . .... .. .
Mining ...... .. ...... . .. ... .. .. .. .. ..
Construction ..... . .. ... ... . ... .. .
Manufacturing .. .. .... .. . .... .. .
Transpotiation and
public utilities .. .. ... . .. ... .. ..
Wholesale and
retail trade ... .. . . .... . .. .... . . ..
Finance, insurance
and real estate ..... .. . .. .. .. . ..
Service and
miscellaneous .. . ... ... ... . .. .. .
Public miscellaneous ... .. ... .
Unknown ... ... .. . .... .. .. .. . . .. ...
All industry
classifications .. .... . . .. ..
Agriculture ... . .. ..... . . ... .. .. ...
Forestry and
fisheries .... . ... ... .. .. .... . .. ... .
Mining ... .. ..... .. .. ... . . .... .. .. ...
Construction .... .. .... . .. .. .. .. ..
Manufacturing .. .... .. . .... . ... .
Transportation and
public utilities .... .. . .... . ... ..
Wholesale and
retail trade .. .. .. .... . .. ... .. .. ..
Finance, insurance
and real estate ..... .. .... . .. ...
Service and
miscellaneous .. .... .. . ... .. .. ..
Public administration .. .. ....














































1744 45-64 65 years
yeara years and over

































































































































NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the
United States in Current Popf{lation Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60, and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report, .Enrployment
and Earnings.
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Table 23. Work-loss days per currently employed person per year and currently employed population for both sexes and males, by age
and occupation classification: United States, 1975
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutiormlized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and




classifications ... .. .. .... .
Professional, technical,
and kindred workers .. .... .
Farmer and farm
managers ... . ..... .. .. .... .. . .... .
Managera and
administrators,
except farm .... ... . ..... . .. ... .
Clerical and kindred
workers ... . ... .... . . ... .... . .. ....
SaIesworkera .. ... ... . ..... . ... ...
Craftsmen and
kindred workers .. . ..... . . .. ..
Operatives and
kindred workers .. .. ... . .. ....
Private household
workers .... ... . ..... .. . .... .. ... ..
Servica workers, except
private household ...... .. . ..
Farm laborers and
farm foremen .... .. .. .... . .. .. .
Laborers, excapt farm .. ... ..
Unknown .... .. .. .... .. ... ... . ... ..
All occupation
classifications .. . ... .. ... .
Professional, technical
and kindred workers ... .. ..
Farm and farm
managers .. .... .. . ..... .. .. .... . ..
Managers and
administrators,
except farm ... . . .... .... . ... .. .
Clerical and kindred
workers .. .. . ..... .. .. ... ... . .... ..
Salesworkers ..... .... ... .. . .... . .
Creftsmen and kindred
workers .. .. .. .... .. .. ..... . . .... ..
Operatives and kindrad
workers .. ... .. ... .. ... ... ... . ... ..
Private household
workers .. ... . ..... . ... ... .. .. .....
Service workers, except
private household .. ... . .... .
Farm laborers and farm
foremen .. .. ... ... ... .. .... . . .... .
Laborers, except farm .. .... .
Unknown ... .. ... .... . . .... .. . .....
Both sexes Male
All ages
1744 4544 65 years
All ages
17 years 17 years
1744 45-64 65 years
and over
years years and over
and over



















































































































































































































NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reporta on the civilian population of the
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APPENDIX 1
TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS
Background of This Report
This report is one of a series of statistical
reports prepared by the National Center for
Health Statistics (NCHS). It is based on infor-
mation collected in a continuing nationwide
sample of households in the Health Interview
Survey (HIS).
The Health Interview Survey utilizes a
questionnaire which obtains information on per-
sonal and demographic characteristics, illness, in-
juries, impairments, chronic conditions, and
other health topics. As data relating to each of
these various broad topics are tabulated and ana-
lyzed, separate reports are issued which cover
one or more of the specific topics.
The population covered by the sample for
the Health Interview Survey is the civilian non-
institutionalized population of the United States
living at the time of the interview. The sample
does not include members of the Armed Forces
or U.S. nationals Iiving in foreign countries. It
should also be noted that the estimates shown
do not represent a complete measure of any
given topic during the specified calendar period
since data are not collected in the interview for
persons who died during the reference period.
For many types of statistics collected in the sur-
vey, the reference period covers the 2 weeks
prior to the interview week. For such a short
period, the contribution by decedents to a total
inventory of conditions or services should be
very small. However, the contribution by de-
cedents during a long reference period (e.g., 1
year) might be sizable, especially for older
persons.
Statistical Design of the
Health 1nterview Survey
Gm.eral plan.–The sampling plan of the
survey follows a multistage probability design
which permits a continuous sampling of the
civilian noninstitutionalized population of the
United States. The sample is designed in such a
way that the sample of households interviewed
each week is representative of the target popula-
tion and that weekIy samples are additive over
time. This feature of the design permits both
continuous measurement of characteristics of
samples and more detailed analysis of less com-
mon characteristics and smaller categories of
health-related items. The continuous collection
has administrative and operational. advantages as
well as technical assets since it permits fieldwork
to be handled with an experienced, stable staff.
The overall sample was designed so that
tabulations can be provided for each of the four
major geographic regions and for urban and, rural
sectors of the United States.
The first stage of the sample design ccmsists
of drawing a sample of 376 primary sampling
units (PSU’S) from approximately 1,9001 geo-
graphically defined PSU’S. A PSU consists of a
county, a small group of contiguous counties, or
a standard metropolitan statistical area. The
PSU’S collectively cover the 50 States and the
District of CoIumbia.
With no loss in general understanding, the
remaining stages can be combined and treated in
this discussion as an ultimate stage. Within
PSU’S, then, ultimate stage units called segments
are defined in such a manner that each segment
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contains an expected four households. Three
general types of segments are used.
Area segments which are defined geograph-
ically.
List segments, using 1970 census registers
as the frame.
Permit segments, using updated lists of
building permits issued in sample PSU’S
since 1970.
Census address listings were used for all areas of
the country where addresses were well defined
and could be used to locate housing units. In
general the list frame included the larger urban
areas of the United States from which about
two-thirds of the HIS sample was selected.
The usual HIS sample consists of approxi-
mat el y 12,000 segments containing about
50,000 assigned households, of which 9,000
were vacant, demolished, or occupied by persons
not in the scope of the survey. The 41,000 eligi-
ble occupied households yield a probability sam-
ple of about 120,000 persons.
Descriptive material on data collection,
field procedures, and questionnaire development
in the HIS has been published ~Z as well as a de-
tailed description of the sample designs and a
report on the estimation procedure and the
method used to calculate sampling errors of esti-
mates derived from the survey.4
1National Center for Health Statistics: Health
survey procedure: concepts, questionnaire development,
and definitions in the Health Interview Survey. Vital and
Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Senes l-No. 2.
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government
Printing Office, May 1964.
2 National Center for Health Statistics: Health In-
terview Survey procedure, 1957-1974. Vital and Health
Statistics. Series l-No. 11. DHEW Pub. No. (HRA)
75-1311. Health Resources Administration. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, April 1975.
3 U.S. National Health Survey: The statistical de-
sign of the health household interview survey. Health
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 584-A2. Public Health Service.
Washin on, D.C., July 1958.
TNational Center for Health Statistics: Esti-
mation and sampling variance in the Health Interview
Survey. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 38. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, June 1970.
the
the
Collection of data. –Field operations for
survey are performed by the U.S. Bureau of
Census under specifications established by
the National Center- for Health Statistics. In a;-
cordance with these specifications the Bureau of
the Census participates in survey planning, se-
lects the sample, and conducts the field inter-
viewing as an agent of NCHS. The data are
coded, edited, and tabulated by NCHS.
Estimating procedures. –Since the design of
the HIS is a complex multistage probability
sample, it is necessary to use complex pro-
cedures in the derivation of estimates. Four





Inflation by the reciprocal of the probability
of selection. —The probability of selection is
the product of the probabilities of selectioh
from each step of selection in the design
(PSU, segment, and household).
Nonresponse adjustment. –The estimates are
inflated by a multiplication factor which has
as its numerator the number of sample house-
holds in a given segment and as its denomina-
tor the number of households interviewed in
that segment.
First-stage ratio adjustment. – Sampling theory
indicates that the use of auxiliary information
which is highly correlated with the variables
being estimated improves the reliability of the
estimates. To reduce the variability between
PSU’S within a region, the estimates are ratio
adjusted to the 1970 populations within 12
color-residence classes.
Poststratification by age-sex-color.–The esti-
mates are ratio adjusted within each of 60
age-sex-color cells to an independent estimate
of the population of each cell for the survey
period. These independent estimates are pre-
pared by the Bureau of the Census. Both the
first-stage and poststratified ratio adjust-
ments take the form of multiplication factors
applied to the weight of each elementary unit
(person, household, condition, and
hospitalization).
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The effect of the ratio-estimating process is
to make the sample more closely representative
of the civilian noninstitutiona.lized population
by age, sex, color, and residence, which thereby
reduces sampling variance.
As noted, each week’s sample represents
the population living during that week and char-
acteristics of the population. Consolidation of
samples over a time period, e.g., a calendar
quarter, produces estimates of average character-
istics of the U.S. population for the calendar
quarter. Similarly, population data for a year are
averages of the four quarterly figures.
For prevalence statistics, such as number of
persons with speech impairments or number of
persons classified by time interval since last
physician visit, figures are first calculated for
each calendar quarter by averaging estimates for
all weeks of interviewing in the quarter. Prev-
alence data for a year are then obtained by
averaging the four quarterly figures.
For other types of statistics–namely those
measuring the number of occurrences during a
specified time period—such as incidence of acute
conditions, number of disability days, or num-
ber of visits to a doctor or dentist, a similar
computational procedure is used, but the statis-
tics are interpreted differently. For these items,
the questionnaire asks for the respondent’s ex-
perience over the 2 calendar weeks prior to the
week of interview. In such instances the esti-
mated quarterly total for the statistic is 6.5
times the average 2-week estimate produced by
the 13 successive samples taken during the
period. The annual total is the sum of the four
quarters. Thus the experience of persons inter-
viewed dun”ng a year–experience which actually
occurred for each person in a 2-calendar-week
interval prior to week of interview—is treated as
though it measured the total of such experience
during the year. Such interpretation leads to no
significant bias.
General Qualifications
Nonresponse. –Data were adjusted for non-
response by a procedure which imputes to per-
sons in a household who were not interviewed
the characteristics of persons in households in
the same segment who were interviewed.
The interview #n-ocess. -The statistics pre-
sented in this report are based on replies obt-
ained in interviews with persons in the sample
households. Each person 19 years of age and
over present at the time of interview was inter-
viewed individually. For children and for aduIts
not present in the home at the time of the inter-
view, the information was obtained from a re-
lated household member such as a spouse or the
mother of a child.
There are limitations to the accuracy of
diagnostic and other information collected in
household interviews. For diagnostic infor-
mation, the household respondent can usually
pass on to the interviewer only the information
the physician has given to the family. For condi-
tions not medically attended, diagnostic infor-
mation is often no more than a description of
symptoms. However, other facts, such as the
number of disability days caused by the condi-
tion, can be obtained more accurately from
household members than from any other source
since only the persons concerned are in a. posi-
tion to report this information.
Rounding of nunzbers. -The original tabula-
tions on which the data in this report are based
show all estimates to the nearest whole unit. All
consolidations were made from the original
tabulations using the estimates to the nearest
unit. In the final published tables, the figures are
rounded to the nearest thousand, although these
are not necessarily accurate to that detail. De-
vised statistics such as rates and percent distri-
butions are computed after the estimates on
which these are based have been rounded to the
nearest thousand.
Population jigures. -Some of the published
tables include population figures for specified
categories. Except for certain overall totals by
age, sex, and color, which are adjusted to in-
dependent estimates, these figures are based on
the sample of households in the HIS. These are
given primarily to provide denominators for rate
computation, and for this purpose are more ap-
propriate for use with the accompanying meas-
ures of health characteristics than other popula-
tion data that may be available. With the excep-
tion of the overall totals by age, sex, and color
mentioned above, the population figures differ





reports of the Bureau of
population estimates are
of the Census reports in
series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
Reliability of Estimates
Since the statistics presented in this report
are based on a sample, they will differ somewhat
from the figures that would have been obtained
if a complete census had been taken using the
same schedules, instructions, and interviewing
personnel and procedures.
As in any survey, the results are also sub-
ject to reporting and processing errors and errors
due to nonresponse. To the extent possible,
these types of errors were kept to a minimum by
methods built into survey procedures.s Although
it is very difficult to measure the extent of bias
in the Health Interview Survey, a number of
studies have been conducted to study this prob-
lem. The results have been published in several
reports. G-g
5 National Center for Health Statistics: Quality con-
trol and measurement of nonsampling error in the
Health Interview Survey. Vital and Health Stat&tics. Ser-
ies 2-No. 54. DHEW Pub. No. (HSNf) 73-1328. Health
Services and Mental Health Administration. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, Mar. 1973.
6NationaJ Center for Health Statistics: Health in-
terview responses compared with medical records. Vital
and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Series 2-No. 7.
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government
Printing Office, July 1965.
7National Center for Health Statistics: Compari-
son of hospitalization reporting in three survey proce-
d ures. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 8, Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, July 1965.
8 National Center for Health Statistics: Interview
data on chronic conditions compared with information
derived from medical records. Vital and Health
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000 -Series 2-No. 23. Public
Health Service. Washington. U..S. Government Printing
Office, May 1967.
‘National Center for Health Statistics: The influ-
ence of interviewer and respondent psychological and
behavioral variables on the reporting in household inter-
views. Vital and Health Statzktics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 26. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, Mar. 1968.
The standard error is primarily a measure
of sampling variability, that is, the variations
that might occur by chance because only a
sample of the population is surveyed. As calcu-
lated for this report, the standard error also re-
flects part of the variation which arises in the
measurement process. However, it does not in-
clude systematic biases which might be in the
data. The chances are about 68 out of 100 that an
estimate from the sample would differ from a
complete census by less than the standard error.
The chances are about 95 out of 100 that the
difference would be less than twice the standard
error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be
less than 2?4 times as large.
Standard error charts. –The relative stand-
ard error of an estimate is obtained by dividing
the standard error of the estimate by the esti-
mate itself and is expressed as a percentage of
the estimate. For this report, asterisks are shown
for any cell with more than a 30-percent relative
standard error. Included in this appendix are
charts from which the relative standard errors
can be determined for estimates shown in the
report. In order to derive reIative errors which
would be applicable to a wide variety of health
statistics and which could be prepared at a mod-
erate cost, a number of approximations were re-
quired. As a result, the charts provide an esti-
mate of the approximate relative standard error
rather than the precise error for any specific ag-
gregate or percentage.
Three classes of statistics for the health sur-
vey are identified for purposes of estimating var-
iances.
1. Nan-ow range. –This class consists of (1)
statistics which estimate a population attri-
bute, e.g., the number of persons in a par-
ticular income group, and (2) statistics for
which the measure for a single individual
during the reference period used in data
collection is usually either O or 1 on occa-
sion may take on the value 2 or very rarely
3.
2. Jfediurn range. –This class consists of other
statistics for which the measure for a single
individual during the reference period used
in data collection will rarely lie outside the
range O to 5.
43
3. Wide range. –This class consists of statistics
for which the measure fora single individ-
ual during the reference period used in data
collection can range from O to a number in
excess of 5, e.g., the number of days of bed
disability.
In addition to classifying variables accord-
ing to whether they are narrow-, medium-, or
wide-range, statistics in the survey are further
classified as to whether they are based on a ref-
erence period of 2 weeks, 6 months, or 12
months.
Gene ra 1 rules for determining relative
standard errors. —The following rules will enable
the reader to determine approximate relative
standard errors from the charts for estimates
presented in this report. These charts represent
standard errors of HIS data.
Rule 1. Estimates of aggregates: Approximate
relative standard errors for estimates of
aggregates such as the number of persons
with a given characteristic are obtained
from appropriate curves, figures I and
II. The number of persons in the total
U.S. population or in an age-sex-color
class of the total population is adjusted
to official Bureau of the Census figures
and is not subject to sampling error.
Rule 2. Estimates of @ercentapes in a Dercent
distribution:” ‘Relative” standard’ errors
for percentages in a percent distribution
of a total are obtained from appropri-
ate curves. For values which do not
fall on one of the curves presented in
the chart, visual interpolation will pro-
vide a satisfactory approximation.
Rule 3 Estimates of rates where the numerator
h a subclass of the denominator: This
rule applies for prevalence rates or where
a unit of the numerator occurs, with few
exceptions, only once in the year for any
one unit in the denominator. For ex-
ample, in computing the rate of visual
impairments per 1,000 population, the
numerator consisting of persons with the
impairment is a subclass of the denomi-
nator, which includes all persons in the
population. Such rates if converted to
rates per 100 may be treated as though
they were percentages and ‘the relative
standard errors obtained from the per-
centage charts for population estimates.
Rates per 1,000, or on any other base,
must first be converted to rates per 100;
then the percentage chart will provide
the relative standard error per 100.
Rule 4. Estimates of rates where the numerator
is not a subclass of the denominator:
This rule applies where a unit of the
numerator often occurs more than once
for any one unit in the denominator.
For exampIe, in the computation of the
number of persons injured per 100 cur-
rently employed persons per year, it is
possible that a person in the denomi-
nator could have sustained mor,e than
one of the injuries included in the nu-
merator. Approximate relative standard




Where the denominator is the total
U.S. population or’ includes all per-
sons in one or more of the age-sex-
color groups of the total popu-
lation, the relative error of the rate
is equivalent to the relative error of
the numerator, which can be ob-
tained directly from the appro-
priate chart.
In other cases the relative standard
Rule 5.
error of the numerator and of the
denominator can be obtained from
the appropriate curve. Square each
of these reIative errors, add the re-
sulting values, and extract the
square root of the sum. This pra-
cedure will result in an upper
bound on the standard error and of-
ten will overstate the error.
Estimates of difference between two
statistics (mean, rate, total, etc.): The
standard error of a difference is approx-
imately the square root of the sum of
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the squares of each standard error con-
sidered separately. A formula for the
standard error of a difference,
d = .sl – X2
is
‘d = (xl Vxl) 2+(’~zJ’XJ2
where Xl is the estimate for class 1, X2
is the estimate for class 2, and VX~ and
v~z are the reIative errors of Xl and
X2 respectively. This formula wilI
represent the actual standard error quite
accurately for the difference between
separate and uncorrelated character-
istics although it is only a rough approx-
imation in most other cases. The rela-
tive standard error of each estimate
involved in such a difference can be de-
termined by one of the four rules






























Figurel. RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS FOR Population CHARACTERlSTlCS1
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pxsons WIIOwere hospltahzed one or more times in the past year (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard error of 1.




Figure Il. RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS FOR DAYS OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY OR
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DEFINITIONS




USED IN THIS REPORT
visiting friends or relatives, or staying at
Disability.-Disability is the general term
used to describe any temporary or long-term re-
duction of a person’s activity as a result of an
acute or chronic condition.
Disability &y.–Short-term disability days
are classified according to whether they are days
of restricted activity, bed-disability days, hos-
pital days, work-loss days, or school-loss days.
AU hospital days are, by definition, days of bed
disability; all days of bed disability are, b y defini-
tion, days of restricted activity. The converse
form of these statements is, of course, not true.
Days lost from work and days lost from school
are special terms which apply to the working and
school-age populations onIy, but these too are
days of restricted activity. Hence “days of res-
tricted activity “ is the most inclusive term used
to describe disability days.
Restricted-activity day.-A day of re-
stricted activity is one on which a person cuts
down on his usual activities for the whole of
that day because of an illness or an injury. The
term “usual activities” for any day means the
things that the person would ordinarily do on
that day. For children under school age, usual ac-
tivities depend on whatever the usual pattern is
for the child’s day, which will in turn be af-
fected by the age of the child, weather condi-
tions, and so forth. For retired or elderly per-
sons, usual activities might consist of almost no
activity, but cutting down on even a small
amount for as much as a day would constitute
restricted activity. On Sundays or holidays,
usual activities are the things the person usually
does on such days–going to church, playing
home and listening to the radio, reading, looking
at television, and so forth. Persons who have
permanently reduced their usual activities be-
cause of a chronic condition might not report
any restricted-activity days during a 2-week
period. Therefore absence of restricted-activity
days does not imply normal health.
Restricted activity does not imply com-
plete inactivity, but it does imply only the mini-
mum of usual activities. A special nap for an
hour after lunch does not constitute cutting
down on usuzd activities, nor does the elimina-
tion of a heavy chore such as cleaning ashes out
of the furnace or hanging out the wash. If a
farmer or housewife carries on only the mini-
mum of the day’s chores, however, this is a day
of restricted activity.
A day spent in bed or a day home from
work or school because of illness or injury is, of
course, a restricted-activity day.
Bed-disability day.–A day of bed disability
is one on which a person stays in bed for all or
most of the day because of a specific illness or
injury. All or most of the day is defined as more
than half of the daylight hours. All hospital days
for inpatients are considered to be days of bed
disability even if the patient was not actual~y in
bed at the hospital.
Work-loss day.–A day lost from work is a
day on which a person did not work at his job or
business for at least half of his normal workday
because of a specific illness or injury. The num-
ber of days lost from work is determined only
for persons 17 years of age and over who re-
ported that at any time during the 2-week
period covered by the interview they either
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worked at or had a job or business. (See “Cur-
rently employed persons” under “Demographic
Terms.”)
School-loss day.–A day lost from school is
a normal school day on which a child did not
attend school because of a specific illness or in-
jury. The number of days lost from school is
determined only for children 6-16 years of age.
Demographic Terms
Age.–The age recorded for each person is
the age at last birthday. Age is recorded in single
years and grouped in a variety of distributions
depending on the purpose of the table.
Race. –The population is divided into three
groups according to race, “white,” “black,” and
“ail other races. ” The “all other races” category
includes American Indian, Chinese, Japanese,
Hawaiian, and all other races. Mexican, Puerto
Rican, and Cuban persons are included with
“white” unless definitely known to be Indian or
of another race.
Income of family or of unrelated
individuals.-Each member of a famiIy is classi-
fied according to the total income of the famiIy
of which he is a member. Within the household
all persons related to each other by blood, mar-
riage, or adoption constitute a family. Unrelated
individuals are classified according to their own
income.
The income recorded is the totzd of all in-
come received by members of the family (or by
an unrelated individual) in the 12-month period
preceding the week of interview. Income from
all sources is included, e.g., wages, salaries, rents
from property, pensions, and help from rela-
tives.
Usual activity .–All persons in the popula-
tion are classified according to their usuaI activ-
ity during the 12-month period prior to the
week of interview. The “usual” activity, in case
more than one is reported, is the one at which
the person spent the most time during the
12-month period. Children under 6 years of age
are classified as “preschool.” All persons 6-16
years of age are classified as “schooI age.”
The categories of usual activity used in
this report for persons 17 years of age and over
are usually working, usually going to school,
usually keeping house, retired, and other activ-
ity. For several reasons these categories are not
comparable with somewhat similarly named cat-
egories in official Federal labor force statistics.
First, the responses concerning usual activity are
accepted without detailed questioning since the
objective of the question is not to estimate the
numbers of persons in labor force categories but
to identify crudely certain population groups
which may have differing health problems. Sec-
ond, the figures represent the usual activity sta-
tus over the period of an entire year, whereas
official labor force statistics relate to a much
shorter period, usuzdly 1 week. Third, the mini-
mum age for usualy working persons is 17 in
the Health Interview Survey, and the official 1a-
bor force categories include all persons aged 14
or older. Finally, in the definitions of specific
categories which follow, certain marginal groups
are classified differently to simplify procedures.
Usually working includes persons 17 years of age
and over who are paid employees; self-employed
in their own business, profession, or in farming;
or unpaid employees in a family business or
farm. Work around the house or volunteer or un-
paid work such as for a church is not counted as
working.
Usually going to school includes persons 17
years of age and over whose major activity is
going to school.
Usually keeping house includes female persons
17 years of age and over whose major activity is
described as ~’keeping house” and who cannot
be classified as “working.”
Retired includes persons 45 years of age and over
who consider themselves to be retired. In case of
doubt, a person 45 years of age and over is
counted as retired if he or she has either volun-
tarily or involuntarily stopped working, is not
looking for work, and is not described as “keep-
ing house. ” A retired person may or may not be
able to work.
Other activity includes all persons 17 years
of age and over not classified as “working,”
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Region
Northeast . . .
North Central .
South . . . .


























‘ Figure 1I 1. Geographic regions by the States included
“retired,” or “going to school,” and females 17
years of age and over not classified as “keeping
house.”
Geographic region. – For the purpose of
classifying the population by geographic area,
the States are grouped into four regions. These
regions, which correspond to those used by the
U.S. Bureau of the Census, are shown in
figure III.
Place of residence. –The place of residence
of a member of the civilian, noninstitutionalized
population is classified as inside a standard met-
ropolitan statistical area (SMSA) or outside an
SMSA and either farm or nonfarm.
Standard metropolitan statistical areas. –The def-
initions and titles of SMSA’S are established by
the U.S. Office of Management and Budget with
the advice of the Federal Committee on Stand-
ard Metropolitan Statistical Areas; There were
243 SMSA’S defined for the 1970 decennial
census.
The definition of an individual SMSA involves
two considerations: first, a city or cities of speci-
fied population which constitute the central city
and identify the county in which it is Iclcated as
the central county; second, economic and social
relationships with contiguous counties (except
in New England) which are metropolitan in char-
acter so that the periphery of the specific metro-
politan area may be determined. SMSA’S are not
limited by State boundaries. In New England
SMSA’S consist of towns and cities, rather than
counties. The metropolitan population in this re-
port is based on SMSA’S as defined in the 1970
census and does not include any subsequent ad-
ditions or changes.
Farm and nonfarm residence. –The population
residing outside SMSA’S is subdivided into the
farm population, which comprises all non-SMSA
residents living on farms, and the nonfanm p opu-
lation, which comprises the remaining outside
SMSA population. The farm population includes
persons living on places of 10 acres or more
from which sales of farm products amounted to
$50 or more during the previous 12 months or
on places of less than 10 acres from which sales
of farm products amounted to $250 or more
during the preceding 12 months. Other persons
Iiving outside an SMSA were classified as non-
farm if their household paid rent for the house
but their rent did not include any land used for
farming.
Sales of farm products refer to the gross receipts
from the sale of field crops, vegetables, fruits,
nuts, livestock and livestock products (milk,
wool, etc.), poultry and poultry products, and
nursery and forest products produced on the
place and sold at any time during the preceding
12 months.
Occupation.–A person’s occupation may




Professional, technical, and kmdrad workers .. ..
Managars and administrators, except farm .. .. . .
Salesworkers . ...... ... ... .. ... ... .. . .... . .. ... .. ... .. . .. .... . . .
Clerical and kindred workers . .... ..... ... .... . .. .... . .
Blue-collar workers
Craftsman and kindred workers ..... . . .... . ... .... .. .
Operatives and kindred workers .... . . ..... . . . .... . . ..
Laborers, except farm ...... . . ... ... . ... .. . .... ... .. .. ... . .
Farm workers
Farmers and farm managers .. .. . ..... . . .... . ... ... .. . ..
Farm laborers and farm foremen .... . .... .. ... .. . .. ..
Service workers
Servica workars, except private household .. .. ..
Private housahold workers .. .. .... .... . ... . ... ... . . .. ..














Figure IV. Occupation classas by Census code
the purposes of this survey, the principal job or
business is defined in one of the following ways.
If the person worked during the 2-week refer-
ence period of the interview, or had a job or
business, the question concerning his occupation
(or what kind of work he was doing) applies to
hk job during that period. If the respondent
held more than one job, the question is directed
to the one at which he spent the most time. For
an unemployed person, this question refers to
the last full-time civilian job he had. A person
who has a job to which he has not yet reported,
and has never had a previous job or business, is
classified as a “new worker. ”
The occupation classes presented in this re-
port and their code numbers as found in the
Classified Index of Occupations and Industries
of the U.S. Bureau of the Census are shown in
figure IV.
Industry.-The industry in which a person
was reportedly working is classified by the major
activity of the establishment in which he
worked. The only exceptions, the few establish-
ments classified according to the major activity
of the parent organization, are as follows:
lab oratories, warehouses, repair shops, and
storage facilities.
The industry categories presented in this re-
port are shown in figure V with the corre-
sponding codes found in the Classified Index of
Occupations and Industries, U.S. Bureau of the
Census, and the Standard Industrial Classifi-
cation Manual (SIC), U.S. Office of Management
and Budget.
In labor force.–AU persons 17 years of age
and over who worked at or had a job or business
or were looking for work or on layoff from work
during the 2-week period prior to the week of
interview are in the labor force. The labor force
consists of persons currently employed and
those not employed as defined below.
Currently employ ed.–Persons 17 years of age
and over who reported that at any time during
the 2-week period covered by the interview they
either worked at or had a job or business are
currently employed. Current employment in-
cludes paid work as an employee of someone
else; self-employment in business, farming, or
professional practice; and unpaid work in a
family business or farm. Persons who were tem-
porarily absent from a job or business because of
a temporary illness, vacation, strike, or bad
weather are considered as currently employed if
they expected to work as soon as the particular
event causing the absence no longer existed.
Industry ckassi~icutwn Census &de SIC Code
Agriculture ... .. .. ... .. . ... .. . .... .. .. 017-019, A 01,07
(axcapt 0713)
Forestry and fisheries . . .. .. . .. . 027-028 043,08
Mining ... .. . .. ... .. ... . .. ... .. .. ... . .. . 047-057 10-14
Construction . . ... ... . .... .. . ... . . .. 067-077, B 15-17
Manufacturing .. .... .... .. .. .. .. . .. 107-398, C 19-39,0713
Transportation and public
util ivies .... .. . .... . . ... ... . .... . . ... 407-479, D 4049
Wholasale and retail trada . ... 507-698, E, F, G 50-59
Finance, insurance, and
real estate . .. ... .. . ... ... . ... .. .. .. 707-718 60-67
Services and miscellaneous.. 727-897, H, J, K 70-89
Public administration . ... .. . ... 807-937, L, M 91-84
Unknown .. .. .. ... . .. ... . ... .. . .. . ... 989 99
Figure V. Industry categories by Census code and standard
industrial classification manual code
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Free-lance workers are considered currently em-
ployed if they had a definite arrangement with
one employer or more to work for pay accord-
ing to a weekly or monthly schedule, either full
time or part time. .
Excluded from the currently employed popu-
lation are persons who have no definite employ-
ment schedule but work only when their services
are needed. Also excluded from the currently
employed population are (1) persons receiving
revenue from an enterprise but not participating
in its operation, (2) persons doing housework or
charity work for which they receive no pay, (3)
seasonaI workers during the portion of the year
they are not working, and (4) persons who are
not working, even though having a job or
business, but are on layoff or looking for
work.
The number of currently employed persons esti-
mated from the Health Interview Survey (HIS)
will differ from the estimates prepared from the
Current Population Survey (CPS) of the U.S.
Bureau of the Census for several reasons. In ad-
dition to sampling variability they include three
primary conceptual differences, namely: (1) HIS
estimates are for persons 17 years of age and
over; CPS estimates are for persons 16 years of
age and over. (2) HIS uses a 2-week reference
period, while CPS uses a l-week reference pe-
riod. (3) HIS is a continuing survey with sepa-
rate samples taken weekly; CPS is a monthly
sample taken for the survey week which includes
the 12th of the month.
Currently unemployed. –Persons 17 years of age
and over who during the 2-week period prior to in-
terview did not work or had no job or business
but were looking for work and those who had a
job but were on layoff or looking for work are
considered currently unemployed.
Not in labor ~orce.–Persons not in the
labor force are all persons under 17 years of age
and other persons who did not at any time dur-
ing the 2-week period covered by the interview
have a job or business, were not Iook.ing for
work, and were not on layoff from a job. In
general, persons excluded from the labor force
are children under 17, retired persons, physically
handicapped persons unable to work, and house-




PROBE QUESTIONS FOR DISABILITY DAYS AND RECORDING FORM
This survey is being conducted to collect information on the Nation’s health. I will ask about visits fo
doctors and dentists, illness in the family, and other health related items. (Hand calendar)
The next few questions refer to the past 2 weeks, the 2 weeks outlined in red on that calendar,
beginning Monday, (date) , and ending this past Sunday, (date) . Y (4b)
4a. During those 2 weeks, did -- stay in bed because of any illness or iniury? 4m. ~. ~
}
If age:
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- . --- I 7+ (5)
b. During that 2-week period, how many days did -- stay in bed all or most of the day?
6– 16 (6)
b. —Day. Under 6 (8)
5. During those 2 weeks, how many days did illness or iniury keep -- from work? 5.
(For females): not counting work around the house? _WL days (7)
00 ❑ None (8)
6. During those 2 weeks, how many days did illness or iniury keep -- from school? 6.
_SL days
00 ❑ None (8)
If one or more days in 4b, ask 7; otherwise go to 8.
7. On how many of these -- days lost from
{=1 }











Were there any (other) days during the past 2 weeks that -- cut down en the things
he usually does because of illness or iniury?
2 N (9)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -- ------------------- .
{
in bed
b. (Again, not counting the day(s) lost from work
}
) b. _ DaYS
lost from school
During that period, how many (other) cloys did h* cut down for as much as a day?
00 ❑ t4cwe
If one or more days in 4-8, ask 9; otherwise go tonext Person.
‘“whatcondti”nca”sed--’o {E::,} ‘uringthep”s’2weeks’
Enter cunditlon h Item C
9.. Ask 9b
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----- --------------------





------------------------------------------------------------------------------- . ---- -------------------
c. Whaf condition? c. Enter c#fmbin item C






VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATIONS SERIES
Formerly Public Health Servs”ce Publicatwn No. 1000
Programs and Collection I+ocedures. –Reports which descriie the general programs of the National
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions, and
other material necessary for understanding the data.
Data Evacuation and Methods Research. –Studies of new statistical methodology including experimental
tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical techniques,
objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory.
Andy tical Studies. –Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health
statistics, camying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series.
Documents and Committee Reports. –Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and
*.,
.,
health statistics, and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised birth
and death certificates.
Series 10. Data j+om the Health Interview Survey. –Statistics on illness; accidental injuries; disability; use of
hospital, m@ical, dental, and other services; and other health-related topics, based on data collected in
a continuing national household iriterview survey.
Series 11. Data from the Health Examination Survey. –Data fkom direct examination, testing, and measurement
of national samples of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population provide the basis for two types of
reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined prevalence of specific diseases in the United States and
the distributions of the population with respect to physical, physiological, and psychological charac-
teristics; and (2) analysis of relationships among the various measurements without reference to an
explicit Rnite universe of persons.
Series 12. Data j%om the Institutionalized Population Surveys. –Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports from
these surveys will be in Series 13.
Sers”es13. Data on Health Resources Utilization.-Statistics on the utilization of health manpower and facilities
providing long-term care, ambulatory care, hospital care, and family pkmning services.
Sers”es14. Data on Heaith Resources: Manpower and Fiicilities. –Statistics on the numbers, geographic distrib-
ution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health occu-
pations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities.
Series 20. Data on Mortality .-Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or monthly
reports. Special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables; geographic and time
series analyses; and statistics on characteristics of deaths not available from the vital records, based on
sample surveys of those records.
Series 21. Data on ~atdity, MaAage, and Divorce. –Various statisti~ on natality, marriage, and divorce other
dtan as included in regular annual or monthly reports. Special analyses by demographic variables;
~gr~hic ad time series ZXIdYSeS; studies of fertility; and statistics on characteristics of births not
available from the vital records, based on sample surveys of those records.
Suirs 22. Data from the National Mortality and Natality Surveys. –Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports
from these sample surveys based on vital records will be included in Series 20 and 21, respectively.
Srries 23. Datu j%om the National Survey of Family Growth. –Statistics on fertility, family formation and disso-
lution, family planning, and related maternal and infant health topics derived from a biennial survey of
a nationwide probability sample of ever-married women 1544 years of age.
For a list of titles of reports published in these series, mite to: Scientific and Technical Information Branch
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